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Selectmen 
set June 23 
as town 
election day 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — Although selectmen 
voted to postpone the annual town 
election in late March, they did not 
select a date. 

The board at its April 21 meet- 
ing unanimously voted to hold the 
annual town election, Tuesday, June 
23. Town clerk Ellen Glidden orig- 
inally suggested a date of June 30. 
Selectman Greg O’Sullivan said 
he was uncomfortable with push- 
ing the date to the “117" hour.” 
Selectman chair Matthew Urban 
suggested moving the election to 
June 23 “in the event something 
crazy happens.” 

The town clerk said both pre- 
cincts would be open and recom- 
mended election hours from noon- 
8 p.m. to reduce election workers 
exposure. O’Sullivan said he wanted 
to change as little as possible for 
people and wanted to leave every- 
thing the same as possible. He said 
the hours should remain the same 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Selectman 
Dylan Clark said voters that could 
not make the reduced polling hours 
had the option of early voting or 
voting by absentee ballot. 

Glidden said she would send 
a postcard mailing to residents 
about the election date change, 
do a reverse 911 call reminder as 
well as put on the town website 
and Facebook. The June 23 election 
would use the ballots printed for 
the April 6 election. She said there 
were two contests on the ballot for 
board of health and planning board. 

Police department 

Police chief John Carbone said 

his officers can’t take vacation 


See BARRE page 5 
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‘Camp Quarantine’ 
connects scouts across the region 


Barre Pack 26 Tiger Cooper, 
supper. 


By Paula Ouimette 
Correspondent 


The arrival of spring brought 
with it the promise of camping 
adventures for Scouts every- 
where, but the coronavirus pan- 
demic has prevented packs and 
troops from gathering together. 
To continue fostering a love of 
the outdoors, the Heart of New 





left, and Lion Deklan, prepare 


England Council, BSA, invit- 
ed Scouts of all levels to join 
in a virtual campout, Camp 
Quarantine 2020, this past week- 
end. Opening ceremonies began 
Friday afternoon via live feed on 
Facebook and continued through 
Saturday. Scouts and their fam- 
ilies set up camp inside the 
comfort of their own homes, or 
braved the cool weather outdoors. 
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up their campsite. 
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Cub Scouts participated from all 
over, including from Barre Pack 
26 and Ware Family Pack 520. 
This was the first official 
Cub Scout camping experience 
for Pack 520: Lions, Jackson 
Miller and Penny Ouimette; Bear, 
Quinn Ouimette; and Webelo, 
Sadie Ouimette, all joined in. 
Tiger Cooper Sampson and Lion 
Deklan Sampson, brothers from 
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The Ouimette family celebrates the completion of setting 


The Sampson family set up a comfortable campsite in their 
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Barre Pack 26, braved the ele- 
ments outdoors in their backyard. 

The Scouts agreed that one of 
the biggest challenges they faced 
at Camp Quarantine, was set- 
ting up camp indoors. Pitching 
a tent in the confines of your 
living room required good com- 


See CAMP QUARANTINE, 
page 6 


Selectmen 
present 
budget 
draft 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


OAKHAM - Selectman chair 
Steven Labarre presented a draft 
budget to the board of selectmen. 

He said to the other two mem- 
bers of the board of selectmen that 
he put together a draft budget and 
sent it to them. He said, “It was 
their budget as he would not be on 
the board at annual town meeting.” 

The budget included a new 
cruiser for the police department. 
Labarre said the capital plan calls 
for a new lease every two years. He 
said the cruiser up for replacement 
was in good shape with low mile- 
age and was much better than other 
vehicles in the past. 

Selectman Bradford Taylor said 
he was not sure a new cruiser was 
necessary. Selectman Lucy Tessnau 
said she would like to see the cruis- 
er not purchased until January 
2021. Selectmen opted to include 
the lease of a cruiser with the note 
to the finance committee that it be 
purchased in the second part of the 
fiscal year. 

Labarre said he included in his 
budget draft a 2 % percent raise 
for town employees. Departments 
requested level funding to five per- 
cent. He said the salary increase at 
the library was mostly an increase 
in hours rather than raises. Labarre 
said his budget included what Fire 
Chief Seth Knipe recommend- 
ed for the fire chief. Although the 
fire chief’s salary increased, other 
wages decreased. The cost of the 
ambulance was considerably less as 
the town was looking to use Rutland 


See OAKHAM, page 6 


Quabbin School District closed for remainder of school year 


BARRE — Quabbin Regional 
School District (QRSD) School 
Superintendent Dr. Sheila Muir 
sent a letter April 21 to stu- 
dents, parents, faculty and staff 
announcing school would be 
closed for the remainder of the 
school year. 

Her letter said, “This afternoon 
Governor Baker and Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 


Education (DESE) Commissioner 
Riley announced that schools in 
Massachusetts will remain closed 
for the remainder of the school 
year to ensure the health and safe- 
ty of all students, families and 
staff and to continue to slow the 
spread of COVID-19.” 

She said, the district “‘will con- 
tinue to implement the QRSD 
Remote Learning Plan that 


launched on April 13through the 
extended period of school closure. 
The plan is carefully designed by 
teams of Quabbin educators toad- 
dress essential skills and content 
and minimize learning loss. It is 
important to note that although 
students and educators will not be 
meeting face to face in the class- 
room environment, school is con- 
tinuing remotely through June 24 


and participation is required of 


all students.” 

The superintendent said, “We 
know that participation in remote 
learning may be more challenging 
for some students than for oth- 
ers. Our school administrators and 


district administrative team work 


very closely with all educators 
to arrive at creative and flexible 
solutions to support student suc- 


QRSD superintendent give select board update 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


HUBBARDSTON — Quabbin 
Regional School District (QRSD) 
Superintendent Dr. Sheila Muir 
gave the Hubbardston select board 
an update on school closing and 
remote learning. 

Speaking remotely at the 
April 20 meeting she said as 
things unfolded Friday, March 
13, it became clear that very few 
schools would be open, the dis- 
trict decided to close schools. 
The initial focus was to provide 
breakfast and lunches to students 
without food. By Tuesday, food 
service was making breakfast and 
lunches at two sites: Hardwick 
Elementary School and Quabbin 
Regional Middle High School. 
The first distribution of meals was 
83 at Hardwick school and 22 at 
the middle high school. The num- 
bers increased to 350 in Hardwick 
and 626 at the middle high school. 
To date, the school provided a lit- 
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cess with remote learning. If you 
are experiencing challenges, or 
have questions, please contact 
your child’s teacher(s), as they 
know your child best, and will 
likely have suggestions as to steps 
that can be taken to resolve your 
concerns.’ 

In the coming weeks, the dis- 
trict will send surveys to students, 
parents and educators seeking 


tle over 20,000 meals. Children 
pre-school to age 18 are eligible. 
The district distributed three days 
per week Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday and delivering some meals 
to those with transportation issues. 

Dr. Muir said the district 
received a $10,000 grant for food 
service. The district planned to 
order a machine that would pack- 
age meals in containers that can be 
heated in the oven. They also used 
some of the grant for signs about 
food distribution. 

She said principals are going to 
the school office as needed. She 
said custodians go into schools 
regularly to flush toilets and run 
water to prevent lead build up in 
the pipes. They also completed 
cleaning of all spaces in the school 
buildings. 

She said the district in the first 
few works provided enrichment 
materials with choice boards and 
paper copies for families without 
Internet service With the exten- 
sion of school closure, the district 
offered remote learning, Google 
classrooms and having students 
send back required assignments 
as outlined by the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) guidelines. 


Teachers also conduct ed live ses- 
sions. Muir said some services 
are difficult to deliver remote- 
ly. She said the home schooling 
is very challenging for families 
with many families working form 
home. The school loaned out 
375 Chrome books at the middle 
high school level and 325 at the 
elementary level. Some families 
have Internet challenges and are 
using paper. Muir said if the clo- 
sure goes longer, the demand for 
devices would continue. Note: On 
Tuesday, April 21 the superinten- 
dent sent a letter to parents that 
school would be closed for the 
remainder of the school year. 

She said she was not sure what 
graduation scheduled for June 5 
would look like for high school 
seniors. She said the district would 
like to honor its students in June. 

Road maintenance plan 

Town administrator Ryan 
McLane presented the Chapter 90 
road maintenance plan. Chapter 
90 money was just over $354,000. 
He said the plan included cluster- 
ing of roadwork to maximize cost 
effectiveness. Roads on this year’s 
list included a full-depth recla- 
mation for Flagg Road at about 
$200,000 and work on Hale Road 


extension, Mt. Jefferson Road and 
Williamsville Road. He said the 
town received the bids and they 
“came in favorable.” In August, 
the town would apply for a Small 
Town Road Assistance Program 
(STRAP) grant for Lombard 
Road, a million dollar project. 
McLane presented projects for the 
next five years. 

Department of Public Works 
(DPW) director Travis Brown dis- 
cussed the need for road mainte- 
nance on roads resurfaced five to 
seven years ago to prevent further 
deterioration from raveling. He 
said the new state required pave- 
ment that uses less oil was not 
holding up. 

COVID-19 update 

McLane said Hubbardston has 
less than five COVID-19 positive 
cases. A public health nurse was 
in daily contact with the positive 
cases. 

Memorial Day parade 

The town administrator said the 
Memorial Day Parade Committee 
cancelled the Memorial Day 
parade. Veterans that gave their 
lives would be honored that day 
in some form of ceremony with 
limited number of people. It also 
might be video taped. 
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Forsythia adds some brightness 


information about their remote 
learning experience. The infor- 
mation gathered from the surveys 
will be used by the district to 
refine the Remote Learning Plan 
to ensure that it is responsive to 
the needs of students. The district 
desires to make remote learning 
as successful as possible for each 


See QRSD, page 5 
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This hedge of forsythia provide some brightness on a cloudy day. 
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News of the Towns 





ices turtles 


We would love to give 
you or your kids a fun 
little project each week. 





DON'T INCLUDE ME 
Find TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 

many times you find Turley. 
Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 

what paper to edowner@turley.com. 

We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 
Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on (0) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


ANNE GOBI 


Massachusetts State Senator 


McNeely Tree Service 


Insured ¢ References 


e Hazardous Tree Removal 

e Stump Grinding 

e Bobcat Work 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm work 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 ¢ C: 413-324-6977 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 


[: APPLIANCE 2 TV :) &TV 


WE SERVICE ALL 
MAJOR BRAND 
APPLIANCES 


NAME BRAND 
APPLIANCES & TV’S AT 
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their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 


Postponements and cancellations 
due to the coronavirus pandemic 


MOC CFCE temporarily 
suspended playgroups and 
other family events until at 
least May 4 Governor Baker 
declared a state of emergency 
hoping to contain the spread 
of the coronavirus across the 
Commonwealth. The Parent 
Child Plus program will con- 
tinue to operate with your 
Early Learning Specialist con- 
tinuing to visit with enrolled. 


North Brookfield Savings 
Bank postponed its free 
homebuyers and brews home- 
buyers’ night scheduled for 
April 30 at Oakholm Brewing 
Co. in Brookfield. 


Massachusetts 4-H pro- 
grams, activities and club 
meeting are cancelled until 
further notice. This includes 
advisory councils, fair boards, 
horse advisories and events. 
Groups are allowed to meet 
virtually. 


Oakham Congregational 
Church will not hold Sunday 
worship service through May 3. 


Hubbardston Senior 
Center, 7A Main St., 
Hubbardston is closed until 
at least Tuesday, May 4. 
The eggs will still be avail- 
able Thursdays at the same 
time and produce will still 
be available Wednesdays and 
Fridays with pickup u out- 
side. People may call the 
senior center at 978-928- 
1400, extension 211 with any 
questions. 


The Gardner Museum, 
following recommenda- 
tions from local and state 
health officials and American 
Alliance of Museums guide- 
lines in response to ongoing 
COVID-19 prevention mea- 
sures, will be closed to the 
public effective immediately 
until at least May 4. 


Stage on Main, 17 South 
Main St., Orange has sus- 
pended all events until at least 
May 4 as a precaution against 
COVID-19. 


Fobes Memorial Library in 
Oakham will be closed to the 
public until at least May 4. 
Library staff will be available 
to answer calls and assist with 
digital resources. 


All Barre Town Buildings 
will be closed at least until 
May 4 to the public, except 
by appointment and include 
the Henry Woods Building, 
Woods Memorial Library, 
the Council on Aging (senior 
center), old Town Hall, the 
public safety building, fire 
stations and DPW. Please 
call an office before vis- 
iting in many cases staff 
is able to assist over the 
phone or by mail. Meals on 
Wheels program and well- 
ness checks for seniors will 
continue. 


The town of Hubbardston 
is closing all town buildings 
to the public until at least 
May 4. Offices will continue 
to provide services of the gov- 
ernment to residents. The clo- 
sure will result in the deliv- 
ery of services remotely. All 
public safety operations will 
continue. 


The Haston Free Public 
Library in North Brookfield 
library trustees decided to 
close the library effective 
immediately until at least 
May 4. Library staff will 
be on site for short periods 
Monday through Thursday 
to collect mail and respond 
to phone messages. 


East Quabbin Land Trust 
postponed its 19th annual 
dinner and silent auction to 
Saturday, Sept. 19. 


The Asparagus Festival 
scheduled for Saturday, 
May 16 on West Brookfield 
Common has been cancelled 
for this year. It will return in 
May 2021. 


EQLT rescheduled its 
accessible trail workday to 
June 21. 


The Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) announced that the 
opening of shoreline fish- 
ing has been postponed until 
Saturday, May 9. Boat launch 
areas at these properties will 
also open May 9. At this time, 
the Quabbin Visitor’s Center 
is closed to the public, though 
the property is accessible. 
Those accessing the proper- 
ty are reminded that vehicles 
must exit at the posted time. 


The Grandview Tenants 
Association has changed their 
annual raffle and bazaar from 
the beginning of June to the 
beginning of October this year. 


Theatre at the Mount’s 
(TAM) announced events 
likely to be cancelled are: 
TAMY Awards Gala (May) 
and “Honky Tonk Angels” 
performances (June). At this 
time, “Newsies” auditions 
(May) and Summer Drama 
Camp programs (July) may 
happen. For questions about 
tickets, people may contact 
box-office @mwcc.mass.edu. 
For other issues and concerns, 
please contact Professor Gail 
Steele at g steele@mwcc. 
mass.edu. 


Tri-Parish Community 
Church 2020 Plant, Bake, 
Tag, and Craft Sale original- 
ly scheduled for May 30 and 
31 has been cancelled for this 
year. The annual event will be 
back the first weekend in June 
2021. 


New Braintree Select Board 


Round Town 


Ellenor Downer 


413-967-3505 





Town election set 
for June 23 


The Barre Board of Selectmen voted to hold the 
annual town election Tuesday, June 23 at its April 21 
meeting. Both precincts will be open and polling hours 
are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

QRSD meal distribution days 

The Quabbin Regional School District Food 
Service Department is distributing breakfast and lunch 
for all students in the district, age 18 and under. People 
do not have to attend a Quabbin school to participate. 
Distribution takes place every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday while school is closed. Grab & Go break- 
fast and lunch will be distributed from 7 to 10 a.m. 
at the Hardwick Elementary School and the Quabbin 
Middle and High School. Distribution will contin- 
ue during April vacation. If parents have difficulty 
with transportation for food pickup, they may contact 
the Central Office at 978-355-4668 or email school- 
meals @qrsd.org. 

Interest and fees waived for Barre residents 

The Treasurer/Collector’s Office announces that 
the Barre Board of Selectmen adopted the waiving of 
interest and fees for any bill according to specifics set 
forth by Bill H4617. What this means for Barre res- 
idents: real estate and personal property bills remain 
due for May 4, 2020 however, interest and fees will be 
waived if paid late, provided they are paid in full by 
June 30, 2020. Utility and excise bills that were due 
April 2, 2020 will also have interest and fees waived 
until June 30, 2020. If taxes are not paid by this date, 
all interest will be added retroactive to the original due 
date. Any tax bills due prior to March 10, 2020 will 
follow normal state guidelines for interest accrual and 
fee processing. 

SNAP assistance 

Anyone recently laid off due to the coronavirus 
may call Eileen Clarkson, HS-BCP, CDP, MS, MPA, 
director of the Barre Senior Center at 774-764-8702 
for assistance in applying for the USDA Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 

Grandview Tenants Association postpones 
raffle and bazaar 

The Grandview Tenants Association changed their 
annual raffle and bazaar from the beginning of June to 
the beginning of October this year. 


Turtle count 


The following people counted turtles in the 
April 23 Barre Gazette. 


Barbara Kempski counted 7 turtles. 

James and Lizzie Laramee counted 7 tur- 
tles. 

There were 8 turtles in the edition. 





postpones ATM and town election 


NEW BRAINTREE — In light 
of the current COVID-19 crisis, 
the New Braintree Select Board 
voted to postpone the Annual 
Town Election and the Annual 
Town Meeting. 

The Annual Town Meeting 
has been postponed to Monday, 
June 29, at 7 p.m., 

The Annual Town Election 
will now take place on Saturday, 
June 13, from noon to4 p.m. 

Early voting applications 
are available online for anyone, 
who would prefer to vote early. 
Applications are available at 
the link https://www.sec.state. 
ma.us/.../2020-Municipal-Ear- 


Samdling ta (Share? 
Send your Fave and photos to edowner@turley.com 


WAREHOUSE PRICES 


287 Main Street 
Gardner 


948-652-0241 


REMINDER: 


APRIL 30TH IS THE 
DEADLINE TO REMOVE 
STUDDED TIRES 


ORIGINAL TIRE CO. 


Joseph West, Prop. 


SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477 
OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8 A.M.TO 5:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY 8 A.M.TO NOON 
Service While You Wait 


an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the ly-Ballot-A and must be mailed 
to Town Clerk’s Office, 20 
Memorial Drive, Room #5, New 
Braintree, MA, 01531 

Absentee ballot applications 
are also available to those who 
qualify. For further information 
on absentee voting, or to obtain 
an application, people may go 
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/ 
eleabsentee/absidx.htm. 

Absentee applications may 
also be mailed to the Town 
Clerk’s Office at the address 
above. 

The last day to register 
to vote in the Annual Town 
Election is Wednesday, June 3. 


Those not already registered to 
vote may register to vote online 
or in person from 2 to 4 p.m. or 
7 to 8 p.m. at the New Braintree 
Town Hall. 

If people choose to vote in 
person, they should be aware 
that election officials will be fol- 
lowing strict safety protocols. 
People should bring their own 
pen or pencil (not red); wear a 
mask to keep them and the elec- 
tion workers safe, and maintain 
all social distancing regulations. 

People may contact town 
clerk Jessica A. Bennett at 508- 
867-2071, ext. 100, with any 
questions or concerns. 


cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 


American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 2 
cancels meetings 


BARRE — Because the safety of auxiliary members 
is the major concern, all Auxiliary functions have been 
cancelled until further notice. Members will be kept 
informed as to when meetings will resume. The auxil- 
lary wishes everyone a safe and healthy summer. 


advertisement. 


Barre Dining Center 


BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester 
Area Nutrition Program welcomes guests to 
dine at the Barre Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road. The following meals will be 
served for the week of May 4. No meals 
served on site only Meals on Wheels. 

Volunteers are needed at the Barre din- 
ing site. Volunteers are needed for Meals on 
Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in the 
kitchen. People should contact 978-355-5027. 

MON. — Teriyaki beef, steamed rice, broc- 
coli, fruit, fortune cookie, marble rye bread 

TUES. — Cinco de Mayo 

Lemon pepper fish, potato au grain, roasted 
Brussels sprouts, fruit, whole wheat bread 

WED. — Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes, 
jardiniere vegetables, dessert item, pumper- 
nickel bread 

THURS. — Mother’s Day Meal 

Chicken cordon royale with gravy, garlic 
mashed potatoes, herbed carrots, dessert item, 
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lf you need anything please stop in or call 508-885-9343. 


Home Improvement Specials 


Premium Grade Railroad Ties 
$24 ea, or 20 for $400 


8x40” Wood Grain Porcelain Tile 
5 color choices @ $1.49/saqft 


24x48" Jumbo Porcelain Tile 
3 choices @ $1.49/saqft 


2x6"x12' Alaskan Yellow Cedar 


Extra-knotty grade 
Great for raised garden beds 


Washers, dryers, refrigerators, dishwashers, stoves, freezers for same-day 
pickup or next-day delivery and of course toys and bikes for the kids! 


MATTRESS ion: WEBER Bay -RiciDaire Spring 
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Tr 8-249-2206 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
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PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000 


Check www.whitcosales for special coupon 


WE REPAIR BIKES 


Hours: - Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm 
' Sunda Ayan 7pm 
CB aus a Ww al fi ¥ 140 Main St., Spencer, ms 


508-886 ps he FY 









355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The donation of 
$2.50 per meal helps keep the program run- 
ning. 


IN THE BARRE GAZETTE, CALL TIM MARA AT 978-355-2254 





Hubbardston 


Ellenor Downer 
edowner@turley.com 





Memorial Day 
parade cancelled 


The Memorial Day Parade Committee announces 
the cancellation of the annual Memorial Day parade 
this year due COVID-19. Although there will be no 
parade, those that lost their lives during wars will be 
remembered with a small group of participants and 
maybe a video of the ceremony. 

Nomination papers 

The deadline for nomination papers has been extend- 
ed to Tuesday, May 12 due to the postponement of the 
annual town election from Tuesday, June 9 to June 30. 

Annual townwide cleanup 

The annual Townwide Cleanup event by Keep 
Hubbardston Beautiful, including bottle/can drive 
and electronic recycling, has been postponed to a 
future date. People are still encouraged to pick up lit- 
ter, take “before and after’ photos and post them on 
Keep Hubbardston Beautiful’s Facebook page with the 
hashtags #trashtag and #KeepHubbBeautiful. 

Council on Aging 

Due to COVID-19 virus the town wide yard sale 
will be moved up to September. The Council on Aging 
will start taking donations for town wide yard sale as 
soon as the danger of COVID-19 is over. Egg delivery 
day changes 

Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St., 
Hubbardston is closed until at least May 4. The day for 
egg delivery changed to Fridays from 8 to 11 a.m. and 
produce will still be available Wednesdays and Fridays 
with pickup outside. People may call the senior center 
at 978-928-1400, extension 211 with any questions. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS 


Note: All meetings are closed to the public 
and will be held remotely. 


BARRE 

Town Administrator Search Committee — May 4, 

May 5 and May 6 at 4 p.m. 
Board of Selectmen — May 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
Historical Commission — May 4 at 7 p.m. 
Board of Assessors — May 5 at 6 p.m. 
Felton Field Commission — May 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
Planning Board — May 5 at 7 p.m. 
Council on Aging — May 6 at | p.m. 
Barre Housing Authority — May 7 at 3 p.m. 
Board of Health — May 11 at 5 p.m. 
Water Commission — May I1 at 6:30 p.m. 
DPW Commission — May 11 at 7 p.m. 
Library Trustees — May 13 at 7 p.m.21 at 7 p.m. 
Sewer Commission — May 21 at 7 p.m. 
Cemetery Commission — May 28 at 11 a.m. 
Cable Advisory Committee — June 9 at 7 p.m. 
Annual Town Election — June 23 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


HARDWICK 

Recycling Commission — May 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Health — May 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
Paige Library Trustees — May 7 at 7 p.m. 
Board of Selectmen — May 11, May 26, June 8 

and June 22, July 6 and July 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
Gilbertville-Wheelwright Sewer Commissioners — 
May 11 and June 8 at 5:30 p.m. and July 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
Council on Aging — May 14 at 9:30 a.m. 
Conservation Commission — May 19 at 6:30 p.m. 


HUBBARDSTON 
Historical Commission — May 2 at 10 a.m. 
Board of Selectmen — May 4, May 11 and 

May 26 at 6:30 p.m. 

Conservation Commission — May 5 at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board — May 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
Library Trustees — May 7 and May 14 at 7 p.m. 
Open Space Committee — May 26 at 7 p.m. 


PETERSHAM 

Open Space and Recreation Committee — 

May 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
Conservation Commission — May 5 at 7:30 p.m. 
Board of Health — May 7 and My 21 at 7 p.m. 
Nichewaug Inn and Academy Committee 2020 — 

May 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
Cemetery Commission — May 14 at 7 p.m. 
Council on Aging — May 18 at 10 a.m. 
Petersham Historic District - May 21 at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board — May 28 at 7 p.m. 


RUTLAND 
Finance Committee — April 30 at 6 p.m. 
Select Board — April 30 at 6 p.m. 
Annual Town Election — May 11 


Fire damages West 
Brookfield Road home 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — A house at 38 West 
Brookfield Road was badly damaged Saturday 
afternoon when a fire began in the basement, 
according to Fire Chief Joseph Holway. 

It started near the wood stove in the basement 
and spread to the floor joists around the bathroom 
on the first floor, he said. 

The call came in at about 1 p.m, and the Fire 
Department quickly called a second alarm, bring- 
ing other fire departments through mutual aid, he 
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Hardwick 





Town Meetings, town 





By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


HARDWICK — Selectmen 
set several town meetings and 
the Town Election dates at their 
Monday night meeting. They 
had postponed them temporarily 
when stay-at-home recommen- 
dations were put in place in mid- 
March to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. 

STM for sewer project 

A Special Town Meeting, 
which was opened on March 16, 
with each of the five articles was 
tabled until April, is now set for 
Tuesday, June 2, at 6 p.m., at 
Hardwick Elementary School. It 
may be conducted outside. 

At that meeting, vot- 
ers will decide whether the 
town should borrow money 
to upgrade the town’s pub- 
lic sewer system. It will 
include improvements to 
the Gilbertville Water 
Pollution Control Facility, the 
Wheelwright Water Pollution 
Control System and the Route 
32A sewer line upgrade from 
the Eagle Hill School to the 
Gilbertville Water Pollution 
Collection System. 

A public information meeting 
about the sewer project, which 
was to be held earlier this year, 
has now been tentatively set 
for Tuesday, May 19, at 6 p.m., 


at the Hardwick Elementary 
School. It may be held outside 
as well. 

Last fall town officials began 
discussing trying to forge a 
regional approach to its waste- 
water treatment plant and sewer 
line issues by working with 
Barre to eventually take sewer- 
age from Wheelwright and with 
Ware to take Gilbertville sewer- 
age. Officials from the USDA, 
which could fund up to 75 per- 
cent of what has been estimat- 
ed to be a $41 million project, 
have indicated they would favor 
a regional approach, accord- 
ing to selectmen and Town 
Administrator Theresa Cofske 
last fall. 

The town has applied for 
potential USDA money to 
address the problematic sewer 
line from Eagle Hill School to 
the Gilbertville sewer lines last 
fall and for the larger USDA 
grant for the regional project by 
Feb. 1. 

The town’s Wheelwright and 
Gilbertville wastewater treat- 
ment plants are failing and the 
line from Eagle Hill School 
has had numerous blockag- 
es and constant issues partic- 
ularly over the last few years, 
including strong sewer odors in 
Gilbertville. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency, through the state’s 


election set for June 


Department of Environmental 
Protection, has put the town 
under a consent order to fix both 
plants. 

USDA officials have told the 
town it must be able to show 
how the town will be able to pay 
for the system. The officials have 
also told the town they want to 
see a dialogue with Eagle Hull 
School about the sewer line 
from the school that ties into the 
sewer system in Gilbertville, and 
what financial contributions the 
school may be able to contrib- 
ute to any project that solves the 
current issues. 

Other town meetings set 

Selectmen also set a sec- 
ond Special Town Meeting 
for Wednesday, June 24, 
at 6 p.m., at the Hardwick 
Elementary School, which 
may be held outside as well. 
It will focused on tying up the 
town’s finanical fiscal year- 
end issues. It will be followed 
by the Annual Town Meeting, 
selectmen said. 

Town Election 

The Annual Town Election 
was set for Tuesday, June 16. 
There are no contested races this 
year, but voters at this year’s 
Town Election will be asked 
whether they want to approve 
a Proposition 2 % debt exemp- 
tion to pay for the sewer system 
upgrade. 


Memorial Day ceremonies moved online 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


GILBERTVILLE —- The 
Memorial Day ceremonies will 
not be held in person at each of 
the locations in Hardwick this 
year, but selectman Julie Quink 
offered to put together some- 
thing online to observe veterans 
who died while serving in the 
military. 

“T know that there are a lot of 
people who enjoy the Memorial 
Day Parade and I’d like to do 
something,” she said. She will 
host it on Zoom, the online con- 
ferencing application. “Honestly, 
I’'d be happy to host it. There’s 
been so much negative news 
these days and people are stuck 
inside their homes. I’d like to 
provide something, maybe on a 
lower scale than we normally do. 

She said Town Clerk Paul 
Roberts, who always reads the 
names of the Hardwick veterans 
who died serving their country 
could do the same online, and 
recorded music could be played 
as well. 

Quink said she would like 
to honor the veterans and this 
would be a good faith gesture. 
Resident Ann Barnes suggest- 
ed ringing the Town House bell 
at a certain time, which Town 
Administrator Theresa Cofske 
said would be a nice idea. 

Selectmen agreed it would be 
a good thing to do and Quink 
will pull it all together. 

Hardwick is not alone in 
choosing not to go forward with 
Memorial Day ceremonies as 
Ware has also chosen not to hold 
theirs this year. 

Quabbin assessment 

Selectmen discussed the 
Quabbin Regional School 
District assessment for fiscal 
2021, with selectman Kenan 
Young saying the increase was 
10 percent above this year’s 
budget, for an increase of about 
$265,534.47. 

“It’s impossible to meet,” 
he said. “We will have to slash 
every department if we stick 
with this number.” 
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Daffodils grace the cannon at the War Memorial in 
Gilbertville; this year there will not be any ceremonies 
although there will be an online reading by Paula Roberts. 


“We can’t stick with it,’ said 
Quabbin School Committee 
member Edward “Ned” Kelly, 
who represents Hardwick on the 
board. 

Other communities are hav- 
ing problems with their assess- 
ments as well, he said, and if the 
budget remains the same it will 
likely be voted down in at least 
some of its member towns. 

It was suggested selectmen 
and the Finance Committee talk 
about a num- 
ber the town 
could support, 
and Quabbin 
School 
Committee 
Should be 
told the town 
could not sup- 
port such an 
increase. 

Young said 
even if the 
town raised its 
tax levy by 2 
Yy percent as 
the law allows, 
it would 
bring in about 
$110,000 of 
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the $265,534. 

In other school finance mat- 
ters, selectmen briefly discussed 
the bill for the remainder of the 
school year for VanPool ser- 
vices to bring students to Smith 
Vocational School. Young sug- 
gested not paying the remainder, 
but Cofske said other districts 
and communities are paying a 
percentage, mostly between 72 
and 82 percent of the school 
year’s bill. 
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Town election set 
for May 18 


The annual town election will be held Monday, May 
18 with the poll at the Oakham Town Hall being open 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. The election date may change 
due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

Oakham Congregational Church 

The Oakham Congregational Church will not hold 
Sunday worship services through the month of April 
and Sunday, May 3 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Town hall 

The Oakham Town Hall is closed to the public. 
All public meetings will be physically closed to the 
public. The Oakham Police Department and Fire 
Department will always respond immediately to all 
911 emergencies. 

Fobes Memorial Library 

The Fobes Memorial Library will be closed to the 
public through at least May 4 at which time the situa- 
tion will be re-assessed. Library staff will be available 
to answer calls and assist with digital resources. 


COVID-19 critically ill patient 
dosed with plasma improving 


UMass Memorial Medical Center has completed 
its first dosing of a critically ill COVID-19 patient with 
plasma and the results are encouraging. After hours 
of transfusion the patient has dramatically improved 
overall and is now starting to wean off of the ventilator 
after having required near maximal settings to oxygen- 
ate him prior to the plasma transfusion. 

UMass Memorial Medical Center last week began 
asking residents from central Massachusetts, who have 
recently recovered after testing positive for COVID-19 
to consider signing up for the convalescent plasma regis- 
try to join a list of potential plasma donors to help fight 
COVID-19. For providers who have COVID-19-positive 
patients in recovery, who may be candidates to donate 
plasma, contact UMassCOVIDplasma@umassmed.edu. 


Coronavirus antibody testing 
provided to caregivers 


Twenty percent of asymptomatic staff members that 
voluntarily underwent testing for the SARS—CoV-2 
antibody at the Beaumont Rehabilitation and Skilled 
Nursing Center, which is now a temporary COVID-19 
care and treatment center, had coronavirus antibodies in 
their blood. Those findings likely mean the caregivers 
had a mild infection from coronavirus and were able to 
mount an immune response against it or may have previ- 
ously been infected with a virus similar to SARS-CoV-2. 
All caregivers at the facility will be informed of their 
test results by phone or mail this week. In addition to 
informing the caregivers of their results, the letter will also 
remind caregivers - whether testing positive or negative 
— to not change their behavior because of their individual 
results and to continue to exercise standard infection con- 
trol precautions while at work, outside of work and in their 
homes. 

Typically immune responses to a virus confer some 
degree of protection from being infected from the same 
virus again though there is not enough information to know 
if this is the case with COVID-19. Antibody testing 1s 
frequently used to understand what percentage of a popu- 
lation has been exposed to a virus. SARS-CoV-2 antibody 
testing in hard hit areas of the United States like Chelsea 
here in Massachusetts (30 percent positive) and the state of 
New York (16 percent positive) were random samples and 
not specifically focused on health care workers. 

“Understanding the seroprevalence of antibodies to 
SARS-CoV-2 is an important tool in our fight against 
COVID-19. We are so grateful to the Beaumont staff 
for being the first skilled nursing facility in the state to 
dedicate itself to caring for COVID-19 patients. Without 
them, we would not be able to keep up with the number of 
patients we are caring for with COVID-19. It seemed only 
fitting to offer them the opportunity to be tested first.” said 
Eric W. Dickson MD, President and CEO of UMMHC the 
provider of the testing. 

UMass Memorial intends to offer free testing to some 
of its caregivers as increased testing capacity becomes 
available. SARS-CoV-2 antibody testing is currently 
available locally at CareWell Urgent Care Centers. 


PIZZA & RESTAURANT 
~ Special Offerings ae 


Family Style Dinners : Pizza Special 


Serves 5-6 People. 
$14.99 


All served with Garlic Bread ° 
Choices: $22.95 ° Sorry No Substitutions on Toppings 
1. Chicken Parmigiana > 9 Large Pizzas with 
: Mozzarella & Pepperoni 


over Pasta 
2. Baked Cheese Tortellini 
with a 2 Liter Soda 


3. Baked Cheese Ravioli 
4. Baked Penne Pasta 


None of the specials can be combined with any other offers. Thank you. 
PLEASE ORDER BY NUMBERS 


€D 2 Large 3 J 2 Large 
1 Topping Pizzas 


Cheese Pizzas | Free 2 Liter Soda 


$14.00 $17.00 


said. The residents exited the home, but reported 
their cat and dog were still inside. Firefighters got 
the pets out of the home, he said. 

Brookfield, Spencer and Barre fire departments 
helped out at the fire while Rutland and Oakham 
fire departments helped cover the Fire Station 
while the fire was being fought, he said. 

Power was shut off to the home and the residents 
could not return to their home, he said. 


factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 2. To request a orrection, 
send information to Editor Ellenor Downer 
at barrenews @turley.com or call 978-355- 
4000. Corrections may also be requested 
in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. 


HAM & CHEESE GRINDER 


Small *4.49 Large *5.49 


BACON PIZZA 


Small *4.99 Large *7.99 


NO SUBSTITUTIONS, NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. TAKE OUT ONLY. 
We wish everyone good health and 
good luck during these dif ficult times. 
11 Exchange Street, Barre 
978-355-3536 


Open Sunday - Thursday 10:00am -9:00pm 
Ny Friday & Saturday 10:00am-10:00pm 


ORDERING 
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Column 





Social Security matters 


Can my husband get a 
spouse benefit from me? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I’m wondering if my husband can sub- 
mit a “restricted application for spousal benefits only.” 
He is 76-years-old, has been receiving his benefit since 
2005. His present benefit is $263.50. I am 74-years-old, 
receiving my benefit since 2007. My present benefit is 
$931. Am I to understand that he could be receiving half 
of my amount rather than his smaller amount? Signed: 
Inquiring Wife 

Dear Inquiring Wife: Your husband isn’t eligible to 
file a “restricted application for spousal benefits only” 
because he is already collecting his own Social Security 
benefits and because he is past 70 years of age. But he 
should probably be receiving a spousal benefit from 
you because his benefit is so much lower than yours. 
From what you’ve written, you both claimed your Social 
Security benefits when you were 62 years of age. That 
means you both took a 25 percent cut in benefits from 
what you would have gotten at your full retirement age 
of 66. 

Spousal benefits are based upon FRA benefit 
amounts, even if you claimed benefits earlier. So, since 
your FRA benefit amount would have been about $1,164 
and your husband’s FRA benefit would have been about 
$330, by my calculations he should now be receiving a 
spousal benefit of about $516 instead of his benefit of 
$263.50. The computation for that is: Take half of your 
FRA benefit amount ($582) minus your husband’s FRA 
benefit amount ($330); the difference ($252) is added to 
his own current benefit ($264) to get $516 as his possi- 
ble spousal benefit (note the actual numbers from Social 
Security may vary somewhat). This probably means 
that when you claimed your benefit two years after your 
husband claimed his, your husband didn’t apply for his 
spousal benefit (and it wasn’t awarded automatically by 
Social Security). 

I suggest your husband contact Social Security as 
soon as possible and make an appointment to apply 
for his spousal benefits. Since he has been entitled to 
that benefit for some time now, he can also request six 
months of retroactive spousal benefits which they will 
pay in a lump-sum and adjust his monthly benefit to 
what he is entitled to as your spouse. There is also a 
possibility that, when you filed, Social Security failed to 
notify your husband he was eligible for a spouse benefit, 
in which case he may be able to collect his spouse ben- 
efit back to the date he became eligible. Your husband 
should contact Social Security directly at either 1-800- 
772-1213, or at your local office (find it at www.ssa.gov/ 
locator) to make an appointment to apply for his spousal 
benefit from you. And, usually, this application can be 
accomplished over the phone. 

Please note that all of the above assumes that your 
husband’s current benefit isn’t being reduced due to 
a non-covered pension which causes the Windfall 
Elimination Provision to lower his benefit amount, and 
which would cause the Government Pension Offset to 
severely alter, or even eliminate, his spousal benefit. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid- 
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-secu- 
rity-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation. 
org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 


Letter to The Editor 





Contact tracings 
difficult to do 


Contact tracing is a waste of resources because of 
the impossibility of identifying the vast number of peo- 
ple exposed to the virus. Consider the fact that many 
“infected” people are asymptomatic. They are walking 
around unknowingly infecting those whom they con- 
tact. How in the world are we going to track people 
who never know they had the disease or track those 
they infected? Makes no sense. 

We need to focus on realistic containment mea- 
sures that people will go along with. At one point, 
Massachusetts issued an advisory that all out-of-state 
travelers into Massachusetts were expected to quar- 
antine themselves for 15 days. Why anyone wasted 
their breath making such a ridiculous announcement 
is beyond me. We do need to cooperate with all of the 
recommended disease-fighting weapons that have a 
realistic chance of success. 

Applying our limited resources on developing med- 
ical treatments and vaccines will yield a much bet- 
ter and more important benefit than contact tracing. 
Instead of hiring thousands of disease detectives to 
perform contact tracing, spend that time and money on 
medical research to cure or prevent this disease. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Gallo 

Barre 
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. 5 years ago (April 30, 2015) 


On April 22, students from 
Quabbin Regional High School 
participated in the Ninth Annual 
Science Trivia Challenge at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. “Carrying Capacity” 
placed first in the High School 
Silver Division and won a dinner 
out with an MIT Nobel Laureate. 
The team members included 
William Landry, Alex Aubuchon, 
Peter Delmastro, Chris Joanis and 
Stacie Lin. 


Earlier this week, acting fire 
chief Robert Rogowksi picked up a 
trailer equipped for confined space, 
trench rescue, rope rescue and 
structural collapse. A Homeland 
Security Grant funded the trailer. 
The Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Association 
(MEMA) required that every fire 
district in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts have a fully 
equipped trailer to respond any- 
where in the state to situations 
involving confined space, trench 
rescue, rope rescue or structural 
collapse. Central Massachusetts 
Homeland Security Council 
applied and received a grant for 
$248,000 to purchase four trail- 
ers for the Mid-State Technical 
Response Team in Fire District 
8. Barre, Gardner, Holden and 
Fitchburg will each house a trail- 
er. Acting chief Rogowski said 
the council chairman, Fire Chief 
Patrick Sullivan of Lunenburg, 
has applied for additional grants. 
The Barre Fire Department has 
six firefighters trained as res- 
cue technicians. The firefighters 
included: Vincent Aeito, Stanley 
Andriski, Scott Fritscher, Thomas 
George, Jason Pimental and Robert 
Rogowski. Acting chief Rogowski 
said the state has 65 trained res- 
cue technicians. Six technicians 
are needed for a team. Teams are 
responsible to respond to emergen- 
cies. He said one of the reasons 
that Barre was selected to house 
the trailer for Fire District 8 was 
the fact they had six trained fire- 
fighters to make a team. 


The Quabbin girls’ varsity ten- 
nis team has had a rough start to 
the season, much like their Central 
Massachusetts counterparts, due to 
the rough winter across the region 
and cool temperatures in the early 
Spring. Quabbin finally broke 
through with a 3-2 victory over 
Oakmont on April 27. The Lady 
Panthers (1-2) picked up a couple 
of key points on the singles side as 
Nicole Patterson was an 8-2 win- 
ner at second singles, while Abby 
Hurd helped out with an 8-2 win at 
third singles. Quabbin also secured 
a point on the doubles side at first 
with Emily Arsenault and Emma 
Miller with an 8-0 victory. 


10 years ago (May 6, 2010) 


Five Quabbin Regional High 
School students are on a mission 
to make their school a better place. 
These students — juniors Jen Ellis 
and Sean Ballard, and sophomores 
Emily Schmitz, Mary Pat Devine 
and Genesis Pepper traveled to the 
State House in Boston on April 
7 for a Whole Child Leadership 
workshop. These students are also 
part of the “link crew,’ which is a 
freshman transition program. 
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Peter Hartman is shown 
Hartman’s Herb Farm. 


The middle school Quabbin 
travel team scored well in recent 
basketball action. Last month, 
Quabbin completed a superb 18-5 
record (11-3 large school division- 
al play) by winning the Monty 
Tech Tournament. “We wanted to 
play against larger schools,” said 
one of the coaches, Chris Dion. 
“When the kids go onto high 
school, they’re better prepared.” 
They were led by Tyler Dion, Gray 
Dillon, Marco Gabrielli, Dylan 
Holmes, Danny Salvadore and 
Jake Boucher. The assistant coach- 
es were Steve Boucher and Steve 
Topper. 


Barre Savings Bank employees 
with some help from family mem- 
bers, gathered recently at Cemetery 
No. 4 in Barre to give the ceme- 
tery its well deserved spring clean- 
ing. Barre Savings Bank adopted 
Cemetery No. 4 in the spring of 
2019 as one way of giving back to 
their community. 


25 years ago (May 4, 1995) 


Bertrand Wood of Grandview 
Terrace was recently honored for 
65 years of service to the Boy 
Scouts of America. He received 
a pin and letters from Scouting 
friends, wishing they could pres- 
ent the award at a special ceremo- 
ny. A letter congratulating him on 
this rare honor said his dedica- 
tion undoubtedly inspired youth 
across the country and dramatically 
affected their lives. Scout execu- 
tives wrote, “As we congratulate 
you on 65 years of service to the 
Boy Scouts of America, our minds 
go back to the wonderful memories 
we have from our Scouting experi- 
ences. Your tenure must cause you 
to reflect upon the many Scouting 
relations which have ended in 
friendship and fellowship.” Bert 
has many Scouting experiences to 
remember, dating back to when he 
joined the Lone Scouts of America 
in November of 1915 at the age 
of 12. Soon after he became a 
Lone Scout, he began writing to 
Scouts from all over the world. 
Later, he published the “Timber 
Trails Newsletter,’ a Scout publi- 
cation, for many years. Scouting 
has always been a big part of Bert’s 
life. He served as a Scout executive 
in New Bedford. His colleagues 
there encouraged him to attend 
the Scout training college in New 
Jersey and became a professional 
Scout executive. He served in this 
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tending to the plants at 


capacity until he retired to Florida 
in 1968. In Florida he remained 
an active volunteer in Scouting. 
In 1976, he received the Silver 
Beaver Award. While Bert is less 
active these days, he remains inter- 
ested in Scouting and is always 
willing to help a Scout with any 
project. 


The Elder Nutrition Site in 
Barre has many volunteers who 
were honored during National 
Volunteer Week recently. They 
include: Emily Lamacchia, Corinne 
Hubbard, Anne Plante, Mary 
Rotondo, Site Manager Mary 
Coppolino, Glenna Bill, Anita 
Roy, Stanley Miknaitis, Howard 
Hubbard, Tony Thompson, Ralph 
Willey, Emily Cornacchia, Lillian 
Fries, Clara Gonsalves, Emily 
Mastronardo, Evelyn Mikelk, Irene 
Pichette and Virginia Unitis. 


Coldbrook Country Club in 
Barre Served as the site of the 12th 
annual Quabbin Poetry Conference 
on April 28. Attending were 109 
high school poets from 20 schools 
across Massachusetts. They dis- 
cussed and read their works, and 
learned more about poetic tech- 
niques. This year’s participants 
came from Marshfield to West 
Springfield from Narragansett to 
Hopkinton, with mentors com- 
ing as far away as Peterborough, 
N.H. Seven Quabbin seniors — 
Jessica Asfour, Brian Brissette, 
Felicite Fay, Amy Girardi, Glenn 
MacDonald, Addie McKeon and 
C.C. Roney — organized and facili- 
tated the event and acted as hosts to 
visiting students and mentors. The 
day ended with a group reading 
by conference students and men- 
tors. According to Jim Beschta, 
Quabbin Poetry Club advisor and 
founder of the conference, this was 
perhaps the most successful of the 
long string of workshop sessions 
that Quabbin has hosted. 


38 years ago (May 5, 1982) 


Eileen Spinney of Barre is a 
member of the 1982 Springfield 
College Women’s Lacrosse 
team, which opened its season at 
home on March 14 against Yale 
University. A physical education 
major at Springfield, Eileen is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce W. 
Spinney of Old Hardwick Road, 
and a gradate of Quabbin Regional 
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Adventures of 
Gertrude the Cat 


By Ruth Robinson 


Dear Folks, 


This cold rainy weather has 
made me very frisky this week 
in spite of my old age. After 
Missy and I had breakfast 


together, she went out. 


I wondered just what I 
could do today for fun. Then, 
I remembered that Missy put 
something under the dining 





room table last night when she 

came home. I think they call them umbrellas to use 
when it rains. Anyway, it seemed to roll as I poked it, 
but not very far. I better not stretch my claws and tear 
the fabric. Inside of the thing, there seems to be some 
funny spokes and I tried to reach up and bat them, but 
I don’t seem to have good balance today. 

However, there is a handle that comes down and 
moves side to side. On the handle is a little bump on 
the side for me to play with. Crash, what happened? 
The whole thing came down on me and I am under 
it. What to do? I guess you just back out and hope for 
the best. Yippee, that worked and I am free. However, 


I am sure I am in trouble. 


I better find a place to hide for a while. Whoops, I 
didn’t make it and in comes Missy with the cleaner. 
They are busy talking and don’t see what happened. 

I like the cleaner and she likes me. I will just 
follow her around the rest of the day. I'll go into the 
living room and get on the back of the couch and 
wait until she comes in with her feather duster. When 
she gets to the rocking chair, we have fun. I bat the 
feather duster and she puts it between the slates of the 
chair and when she dusts the legs and under the seat 
of the rocker. She laughs at me and talks to me all the 
time and finally stoops down and pets me. So I purr 
loudly for her. After she leaves, I jumped up into the 
rocking chair and settled down for my morning nap. 


Stay healthy folks. 
Love, 
Gertrude 


2020 Turley Election Policy 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 
both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 300- 
500 words maximum. Please include a photo. We 
will not publish any statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election threshold. To publish 
any other campaign publicity during the race, please 
contact our advertising representatives. We also do 
not allow personal attacks against other candidates 
or political parties in statements of candidacy, nor 
do we publish for free any information about key 
endorsements or political fundraisers. 

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three total 
per author during the election season. No election 
letters will appear in the final edition before the 
election. We reserve the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the editor to meet our 


guidelines. 


Turley 
Publications 
Letters to 
the Editor 
Policy 


Vettcns ms tomtne 
editor should be 
350 words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require let- 
ter writers to include 
his or her town of 
residence and home 
telephone number. 
We must authenti- 
cate authorship prior 
to publication. We 
reserve the right to 
edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed 
to be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of 
character and offen- 
sive language. All 
unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credi- 
ble, unbiased sourc- 
es. Send letters to: 
Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005 or via email to 
edowner @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions is Friday at 
noon. 
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Serenity Hill Sampler 


by Jane McCauley 















































he weather has been so flex- 

| ible this week. I was able 

to go out a couple of times 

and work in the gardens. They 

are being fine tuned now that the 

raking has been done. Some days 

I was able to dig in the dirt and 

transplant a couple of things, but 
some days the grown was frozen. 

As I write this we are expect- 
ing another snowstorm. Being high 
up in Central Massachusetts, we 
get all the snowstorms. The last 
one was four inches. We now have 
enough “Poor Man’s Fertilizer.” 

Being isolated, we have been 
having too many good meals. The 
buttons on my jeans have started 
social distancing from each other. 

This is one of the meals that we 
really enjoyed this week. 

SWEET N SOUR CHICKEN 

I jar apricot preserves 

I envelope Lipton onion 

soup mix 

I bottle Russian dressing 

2-3 lbs. cut up chicken (I used 

thighs) 

Mix all the ingredients together 
and put over the chicken in a bak- 
ing pan. Bake in 350-degree oven 
for 1 1/2 hours basting frequent- 
ly with the sauce. Use the gravy 
sauce to put on baked potatoes and 
I served broccoli with the chicken 
the first day with the baked pota- 


BARRE, 


continued from page 1 


during the state of emergency. He 
asked about carrying vacation time 
to next year and asked the board to 
contact labor counsel. Selectmen 
asked interim town administrator 
Heather Munro to contact labor 
counsel, work with the finance 
committee on addition funding 
if needed and review options. 
O’Sullivan said the policy should 
be for all town employees not just 
the police department. 

Barre fire chief Robert 
Rogowski said he would con- 
tact Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA) 
if pay back of vacation time was 
a COVID-19 related expense 


QRSD, 


continued from page 1 


family.Over the last few weeks 
each new update about the duration 
of school closure has caused new 
questions to arise. 

“At this time, there are many 
questions that remain unanswered. 


PAST PAG ES, continued from page 4 


High School. Eileen is a Tri-Captain this year and will 


be a key factor on defense. 


The Quabbin Track and Field team continued to 
show steady improvement as they came home with 
the runner up plaque in a field of 14 teams at the 
sixth annual District E relays for boys — Division I 
held at Gardner High School April 24. Powerhouse 
Oakmont Regional won the meet with 100 points 
followed by Quabbin with 58 points and Ayer with 


toes and the second day I served 
noodles and parsnips. 

Note: My husband said it was 
even better the second day warmed 
up in the oven. 

When I go to make a meal now, 
I look at the recipe to make sure I 
have all the ingredients as we can 
only go to the grocery store every 
other week. Ken does the shopping. 
He found by going during senior 
time there are few people in the 
store. They are all wearing masks 
and obeying the distance marks on 
the floor. He also wears throw- 
away gloves and washes his hands 
upon arriving home. 

This and That 

Masks seem to be the thing 
people are hunting for. Recently I 
went on the Internet and watched 
a girl making a mask out of an old 
tee shirt. She cut off the bottom 
and folded it a certain way, tore 
off several 2-inch strips and pulled 
them tight and made ties. She cut 
holes in the sides and laced the 
ties through the holes and gath- 
ered them and tied them for the 
ears. The only thing I was think- 
ing about was how easy was it to 
breath. Most mask makers require 
cotton fabric. 

I know when I wore mine to get 
my prescription at the pharmacy, 
my glasses fogged up so [I had to 


and subject to reimbursement. 
Rogowski said the ambulance 
staff recently transported a posi- 
tive COVID-19 patient. He said all 
EMTS were wearing full Personal 
Protection Equipment (PPE). 
Capital expense 
Selectman Urban said that free 
cash came in double the amount 
expected. He said about $300,000 
was expected and that amount 
was about $600,000 instead. He 
said possible uses for the excess 
might be COVID-19 related costs 
and/or an existing or added cap- 
ital expense. He suggested using 
$100,000 toward servicing non-ca- 
ble covered areas in town. Urban 
said a lot of roads were not cov- 
ered because they don’t have 
enough density required Charter. 


Among them are questions about 
graduation, the prom, awards cer- 
emonies, step up day, and sum- 
mer school programming. We will 
be working to answer all of these 
questions as soon as possible and 
will communicate plans as soon as 
they are finalized,” she said. 
“Although I am sure this news 1s 


45 points. Quabbin managed to score in 10 of the 14 
events surpassed by Oakmont’s 13. Leading the way 
for the Panthers was Larry Bolduc who teamed up 
with Adrien Ayer and Jason Benoit to win the pole 


vault relay with a combined height of 30’6” (Larry 
10’6”, Adrien 10’, Jason 10’). Larry also teamed up 
with Tim Wright, Joe Cauvin and John Panaccione 
to win the Distance Medley in which John anchored 
with a 4:39 mile. Matt Castriotta, Jim Pickens, John 
Vincent and Jon Haynes teamed up to take the sil- 
ver medal in the two mile relay in which all four of 
the runners averaged about a 2:15 half (1/2) miles. 
Third place honors went to Jason Benoit (127’), Larry 
Bolduc (148’), and Pete LePoer (175’) in the jave- 
lin relay. Also taking third place were Tim Wright, 
Joe Palano, Pete LePoer and Bucky Brandon, who 
is just a freshman, anchored with a 2:05.9 half mile - 


take off the glasses. 

Everyone needs a laugh for 
the day. Here is one I got from a 
friend. “I’m so bored I went out- 
side to knock on my own door, 
then came back in and said, “Who 
is it?’”’ 

Here’s another, “Because of the 
huge increase in deliveries Fed Ex 
and UPS have joined forces and are 
now ‘Fed-up’.” 

I have been making a lot of 
watercolor greeting cards as I had 
a good supply of blank cards. I 
received a nice note from a friend 
to wish me well and thought how 
thoughtful of her so I decided to 
send out a lot of cards to friends. 
I bought a good supply of postage 
stamps and thought that would be 
a good way to cheer up my friends. 
I have time on my hands right now 
so I wanted to do something help- 
ful. I have made a lot of facemasks 
also. 

Our daughter, Patrice, made 
another video in her green house 
for her school students. It was 
cute as she sent it to me to view. 
It is hard not to be able to see 
the children and grandchildren, 
but I did wave from a distance 
at one grandson and threw him 
a hug. 

I hope you all stay healthy and 
safe. 


Selectman O’Sullivan said it 
was “embarrassing this town has 
households without Internet ser- 
vice.” Selectman Clark said he was 
in favor of increasing quality of 
Internet service. 
Memorial Day 

Interim town administrator 
said she talked with the veterans’ 
agent Anthony Musnicki about 
Memorial Day. He said a small 
group of American Legion mem- 
bers, about six, planned to place 
wreaths at the sites where they are 
placed every year. It would be vid- 
eoed and broadcast on You Tube. 
The group would have masks 
and follow social distancing. 
Selectman Urban said the board 
of selectmen would also like to 
participate. 


very disappointing to many of you, 
I can assure you that the Quabbin 
Regional School District will con- 
tinue to do everything that we can 
to make the best of his very diffi- 
cult circumstance and to provide 
what our students and their fami- 
lies need to successfully complete 
the school year,’ said Dr. Muir. 


April 30, 2020 ¢ Barre Gazette » Page 5 


In My Backyar d by Ellenor Downer 


assachusetts Audubon 
Society reported two 
sandhill cranes in a field 


in Ashfield. 

The sandhill crane is a heron 
like bird that is about 45 inch- 
es long. It has a dark, red patch 
on its forehead. The feathers 
are gray with some rusty-col- 
ored ones on its back and wings. 
Preening its feathers with 
iron-laden mud possibly causes 
this. 

Sandhill cranes form large 
flocks in winter and during 
migration. Courtship displays 
are often seen during migration 
and involve graceful leaps off the 
ground as if dancing. Sandhill 
cranes summer on prairies and 
tundra. In winter, they feed on 
agricultural fields. 

West Brookfield birds 

A West Brookfield resident 
said she had “yellow” goldfinch- 
es, bluebirds, cardinals, red- 
winged blackbirds, blue jays and 
lots of woodpeckers. She has a 
sanctuary in her backyard. She 
said she also saw a fisher cat 
under her window and it took one 
of her chickens. She wanted to 
warn residents to 

keep their cats indoors due to 
the fisher cats. She also has a fox 
with kits. 

Barre birds 

A Barre couple took a walk 
and saw a flock of redwing 
blackbirds at the swampy area 
on Gilbert Road not too far 
from the intersection of Gilbert 
and Phillipston Roads. She said, 
“They were beautiful. I had not 
seen a flock of them before.” 

Oakham resident 

I received an email from an 
Oakham resident. She said, “I am 
enjoying the birds, by watching 
them and listening to them sing. 
On nice days, I have been open- 
ing my windows to let the fresh 
air in. Today my windows are 
closed but I can hear still them 








Paula Ouimette, the author’s daughter, drew this sandhill 


crane. 


sing in between the wind gusts. 
Wow, the winds really picked 
up at noon. I hope we make it 
through this storm without any 
power outages.” She also said, “‘T 
am staying at home, not going 
anywhere. Being at home, I am 
also enjoying my springtime 
flowers. Over the past month, 
I got to watch them pop up out 
of the ground and now they are 
blooming. I have bold bright yel- 
low with the daffodils and the 
forsythia and tiny purple flowers 
here and there.” 
Ware resident 

A Ware resident has been 
attracting birds for 30 plus years 
at his home about a mile from 
Windsor Dam. He has open 
field, pine groves and deciduous 
trees around his house, as well 
as a brook. The different habi- 
tats attract many different bird 
varieties including: juncos, rob- 
ins, chickadees, tufted titmice, 
goldfinch, grackles, hairy wood- 
peckers, red-breasted wood- 
peckers, downy woodpeckers, 
pileated woodpeckers, pine war- 


blers, white-breasted nuthatch, 
phoebes, purple finches, chip- 
ping sparrows, house sparrows, 
brown creeper, cerulean war- 
bler, bluebird, red-breasted nut- 
hatch, hawks, turkeys and more. 
He has about 40 turkeys in his 
yard from October until about 
April, then they return to the 
woods. 

Juncos and hummingbirds 

The last day I saw a dark- 
eyed junco was Thursday, April 
23. For over a week, I only saw 
one male dark-eyed junco. Now 
that the junco headed north, I 
will clean my nectar feeder and 
boil sugar and water for the 
ruby-throated hummingbirds. I 
mix a one to four sugar water mix 
and then boil it to make sure all 
the sugar dissolves. Usually, I see 
hummingbirds around Mothers 
Day. 

People may report a bird sight- 
ing or bird related experience by 
calling me at 413-967-3505, leav- 
ing a message at extension 100 
or emailing mybackyard88 @aol. 
com or edowner @turley.com. 


Harmon family donates to UMass caregivers 


WORCESTER -— Christine 
Harmon and husband, three-time 
Super Bowl Champion and for- 
mer New England Patriot Duron 
Harmon, are picking up the tab for 
caregivers at the UMass Memorial 
Medical Center as a token of 
appreciation for their hard work 
and courageous fight against the 
coronavirus. The Harmons made 
a $2,500 donation through the 
UMass Memorial COVID-19 
Response Fund to provide a deli- 
cious snack item to help bright- 
en the day of UMass Memorial 


Medical Center caregivers. The 
effort is part of the family’s 
$15,000 charitable donations 
that will cover meals/snacks 
at UMass Memorial & Boston 
Medical Center and funding 
for the Gleaners Food Bank in 
Detroit - where Harmon now 
plays for the hometown Lions - 
and the Food Bank of Delaware 
(Christine and Duron are from 
Delaware). The snack items will 
be available at the hospital cafe- 
terias — while supplies last — at a 
date and time to be announced 


in the near future. 

“On behalf of the Medical 
Center I would like to say “thank 
you very much to this wonderful 
family,’ said Michael Gustafson, 
MD, President of UMass 
Memorial Medical Center. “This 
tremendous act of kindness and 
generosity is just the kind of ener- 
gy that fuels our Medical Center. 
We are already committed to this 
community but when the commu- 
nity returns that sentiment in such 
a strong fashion as the Harmons 
have, we become reinvigorated.” 


Don't Miss Another Week 
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run. Quabbin managed four fourth place finishes: in commends distr 
the discus (Mike Hodgerney, John Panaccione, Mike : 
Judd); triple jump (Dave Bolduc, Matt Castriotta, 
David Roach); one mile relay (Pete LePoer, Larry 
Bolduc, Bucky Brandon, John Panaccione) and in the 
hurdle relay (Bob Benoit, Geoff Grossman, David 
Roach, David Bolduc). The high jump team of Adrien 
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Ayer, Pete LePoer and David Bolduc took fifth place. 


A jelly bean guessing contest was held at the Public 


Library for Hubbardston Center School pupils and priz- 


es were awarded April 26. Library Trustee Chairman 
Geraldine Page awarded the following prizes to those 
who guessed how many jelly beans were in the Jar. 
There were 585 jelly beans in the jar. The winner for 
March 29 was fourth grader Lynn Barry who guessed 
513. Erica Richards, a fifth grader guessed the closes 
for April 6 with 566. Third grader Rebecca Lovewell 
guessed 564 for April 7. Brian Thunstrom, a fourth 
grader, guessed 564 for April 7. Brian Thunstrom, a 
fourth grader, guessed 550 on April 1.1 The jelly beans 
were given to the children after the contest. Winners 


received chocolate Easter bunnies. 


Barre Gazette your 


hometown news source. 
We're working hard to provide you with more local 
news, community photos, and weekly features. 
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Where } is this? 


Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer 


This week’s mystery photo is from Hardwick. If any readers know where this photo was 
taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, 
extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, May 4. The names of those that 
correctly guessed the location will appear in next week’s edition. Dick Clark, Stephen 
Craven, Rosemary Horan and Bill Mucha correctly identified last week’s photo. Last 
week’s photo the Powder Mill Dam on the Ware River as seen from the Howard W. Dahart 
Memorial Bridge on Vernon Avenue, Barre. 





Online application for bonuses 
available to service members 


BOSTON -— In 2019, the Office 
of the State Treasurer Veterans’ 
Bonus Division launched an online 
application for the Massachusetts 
Global War on Terrorism 
(GWOT) Welcome Home Bonus. 
Massachusetts service members 
and Veterans are now able to apply 
online, streamlining the applica- 
tion process and expediting bonus 
payouts. 

Understanding the need and 
importance of an online presence, 
State Treasurer Deb Goldberg 
and the Veterans’ Bonus Division 
established the online application 
in order to be fully accessible to 
Veterans and military families as 
they plan for their financial futures. 

“Thanks to our team’s efforts, 
that established the Welcome 
Home bonus online platform in 
2019, we are now well prepared 
for this unforeseen situation,” said 
State Treasurer Deb Goldberg, 
“Through our platform, we are 
able to quickly and efficiently get 
money into the hands of veterans 
who have so honorably served our 
country. This ensures that every 
Massachusetts service member has 
the opportunity to receive their 


bonus payout. I am proud to work 
with the National Guard to assist 
veterans during this time of great 
economic uncertainty.” 

Since the beginning of this glob- 
al pandemic, the online applica- 
tion has played an important role 
for the Veterans’ Bonus Division 
in processing inquires and award- 
ing eligible service members. With 
the support of the Massachusetts 
National Guard, the Division was 
able to identify service members 
and award over $40,000 in bonus- 
co 

The National Guard created a 
non-profit alliance to bring togeth- 
er public and private agencies to 
collaborate in innovative ways to 
support the men, women, and fam- 
ilies of the Massachusetts National 
Guard. The Treasurer’s Office and 
the Massachusetts National Guard 
understand that the greatest impact 
on the lives of the men, women and 
families who serve, comes from 
the partnership of both public and 
private organizations. 

The relationship built between 
the Treasurer’s Office and the 
National Guard has helped identify 
hundreds of National Guardsmen 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well as 
spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 


this paid staff coverage. 


For more information on news or community features for the Barre Gazette, please email 


edowner@turley.com. 
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missing out on between $500 and 
$1200 in bonuses. This is a ben- 
efit that belongs to the service 
members and is helpful during the 
massive layoffs associated with the 
pandemic. 

“The close relationship between 
the Massachusetts National Guard, 
the Non-Profit Partners, and 
Treasurer Goldberg’s office has 
allowed our Soldiers and Airmen 
to take advantage of the Welcome 
Home Bonus,” said Cmd. Set. 
Maj. Gregory C. Widberg, state 
command sergeant major of the 
Massachusetts National Guard. 
“These service members have, on 
countless occasions, supported and 
served the citizens of this great 
Commonwealth in times of disaster 
and uncertainty. They continue to 
do that now during the COVID-19 
outbreak.” 

“Over the last three years the 
Veterans’ Bonus Division has 
worked hard to streamline the pro- 
cess to make it easier for Veterans 
to apply for the bonus,” states Steve 
Croteau, Veterans Bonus Manager. 
“That work and the relationship 
with the Massachusetts National 
Guard has positioned us with the 
ability to support Veterans remotely 
during this time.” 

By visiting VetsBonusMA.com 
service members and Veterans can 
apply and upload their required 
supporting documents from wher- 
ever they are. The online applica- 
tion will also increase the ability to 
analyze collected data to optimize 
outreach to Veterans within local 
organizations and communities. It 
takes approximately 10 days or less 
for the check to be mailed. 
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CAMP QUARANTINE, 


continued from page 1 


munication and teamwork. Parent 
and Eagle Scout Brad Miller said 
the biggest challenge his family 
faced was, “staying in the camp- 
ing mentality.’ Certainly no easy 
task when surrounded by all the 
comforts of home - especially a 
soft bed. Some of the benefits to 
virtual camping included staying 
dry and warm, and of course, no 
insects. 

While the Scouts admitted they 
missed the company of their fel- 
low pack members, they enjoyed 
seeing what Cub Scouts in other 
packs do for fun during their 
camping trips. 

One aspect of camping that the 
Scouts look forward to the most 
is the food. The Ouimette fami- 
ly was able to roast hot dogs and 
marshmallows over their fire pit, 
while the Miller family enjoyed a 
pretend campfire and s’mores dip 
indoors. 

When asked what the biggest 
difference between regular camp- 
ing and virtual camping was, Pack 
520 responded: 

Sadie: “Nobody was there and 
it wasn’t as fun as real camping,” 

Quinn: “There was no campfire 
in the living room and there is a 





OAKHAM, 


continued from page 1 


ambulance. 

Labarre said he added $1,000 
to hire a public health nurse for 
the Board of Health. Board of 
health member Aaron Langlois 
was currently acting in that capac- 
ity. Labarre said he reduced the 
Parks and Recreation budget 
from $4,200 to $2,200 to reflect 
the amount of money they spent 
this year. Chair Chris Dunbar said 
that he did not have an issue with 
the change in light of all that was 
going on on at this point. Labarre 
said if Parks and Recreation found 
they needed something special to 
talk to selectmen. 

The budget included a $1,000 
certificate stipend for the treasurer/ 
collector as well as a 2 % percent 
raise. She completed certification 
and qualified for the stipend. 

The draft budget reduced the 
veterans agent budget by half as 
no one was receiving services at 
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Ware Family Pack 520 Lion, Jackson Miller, age 
6, is ready to attend Camp Quarantine. 
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Cooper and Deklan had a successful scavenger Runt 


campfire outside.” 

Penny: “It’s smaller inside, and 
it’s bigger outside.” 

Jackson: “You need wifi for 
virtual camping. Also normal- 
ly you sleep outside in nature but 
with virtual camping I got to sleep 
in a tent inside my house!” 

From Pack 26, Cooper and 
Deklan both agreed that they 
“missed being able to get togeth- 
er with our friends.” But they 
enjoyed not having to pack up as 
much gear as a regular campout. 


this time, but that might change. 
Selectman Tessnau said the 
Council on Aging budget had a 
line item of $1,300 for a direc- 
tor. However, she said the COA 
has gone three years without a 
director. She said if the town did 
hire this position, the director 
salary would be about $20,000. 
She said $1,000 of the amount 
could be used to cover Wachusett 
Greenways mowing of the rail 
trail. Labarre said he would like to 
keep $300 in the line item rather 
than zero it out. 

Selectmen will send the budget 
with the changes to the finance 
committee as a reference in the 
preparing of the finance commit- 
tee’s budget. 

COVID-19 update 

Aaron Langlois gave an update 
on COVID-19 at the April 27 
selectmen’s meeting. He said 
Flex lab had over 3,000 COVID- 
19 tests it failed to process. He 
said it delayed information on 
positive cases some dating as late 


The Scouts enjoyed the tradi- 
tional camping fare of hot dogs 
and beans and roasted marshmal- 
lows. They even made cinnamon 
bun doughnuts. When asked that 
their favorite Camp Quarantine 
memory was, they both replied, 
“playing in the tent, roasting 
marshmallows and learning how 
to yo-yo.” 

These Cub Scouts are look- 
ing forward to their next outdoor 
adventure and they are hopeful to 
have a “real” pack campout soon. 





Scouts itehacted and learned new skills 
and songs virtually. 


as March. This delayed receiving 
information on a positive case in 
Oakham until the person recov- 
ered. Fortunately, the person 
self-quarantined and Langlois said 
as of Friday, April 24, there were 
no active cases in Oakham. There 
was no community spread. 

Langlois said if the number of 
cases in Oakham exceeded five or 
above, then the state would report 
the numbers. He said, “Hopefully, 
it will stay this way.” 

He said the “local board of 
health shall disclose to the official 
with the responsibility adminis- 
tering the response to emergen- 
cy calls in their jurisdiction, in 
Oakham the Rutland Emergency 
Dispatch Center, with the address- 
es of persons living in their juris- 
diction who the local board of 
health has been informed tested 
positive for COVID-19. The dis- 
closure of information shall be 
limited to the address and shall 
not include any other identifying 
information, including name.” 
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Summer Soccergleaguer 
6 eo ,e a : 
optimistiGforseasonte 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


LUDLOW - In the advent of 
the high school sports spring sea- 
son being cancelled and the lack 
of team sports being played all 
over the country, sights in Western 
Massachusetts have now begun 
looking at whether summer sports 
will be played. 

Summer sports have ballooned 
over the years as a way to keep all 
athletes active during the summer 
months. In the past, there was only 
summer baseball and soccer. But 
basketball, field hockey, lacrosse, 
and even flag football have been 
added over time. 

The Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League, however, nearly 
outlasts them all and is considered 
a crucial battleground for players 
that are vying for that competitive 
edge heading into the fall season. 

The PVSSL has been in exis- 
tence for more than 40 years, and 
there is some question as wheth- 
er or not the season will begin on 
time following the cancellations 
that have already occurred. 

Lusitano Stadium in Ludlow, 
which hosts the PVSSL finals in 
early August, is the home of the 
semi-pro Western Mass. Pioneers. 
However, their season has been 
cancelled. 

The American Legion baseball 
program will not have a nation- 
al tournament or a World Series. 
However, Legion officials do hope 
players will have a regular season, 
especially with the spring baseball 
season cancelled. 

Chris Kolodziey, who along 
with his wife Dianna, took over the 
PVSSL in place of his late father, 
league founder and legendary soc- 
cer contributor William Kolodziey, 
says they are monitoring the situa- 
tion closely. 

Unlike some other leagues, 
Dianna Kolodziey said last week 
there is some flexibility in holding 
the PVSSL season. 

“We are not opposed to revis- 
ing the start and end dates for the 
leagues, we are will continue to 
explore our options to get our play- 
ers back on the field,’ said Dianna 
Kolodziey. 

The league typically begins play 
in mid-June and concludes during 
the final week of July with a play- 
off week following that. 


= 


ey, i 
' : 
a 
© 


* 


f 





>” “% 


i be . = : 

WO, tt Te malas 

wales’ aw 

q we * : 

e | “ > 4 

© : 4, > : 

| KS id ty fr 
Le see A 
:L& < ta. ett aan Os i 


, ’ 


ont eds dai ee) 
5 v~ 7 oe 
. o ’ a) 


» @turleysports 


SPORT 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Ei: acebook.com/turleysports 
















s d we ve 
+9 ’ 4 - + oft . : : - 
. 4 we : a4 a) : ~ J ' ” y wpe 
: ; : Lo Pat were or : 
Aa . “s , 4 7 & . “4 7 : ~" FE ols ee fart »S 
~~ ~ a ‘hs a > “sy 
WA a4) : ~ ; “en ; 4 . bt a | mi Oe » 
yk ONE \. ‘" a ‘ ! . » Foe: te  ) 
4 es’: - he , ey +* 
-~ "7 J : ' 7 od ° 
9 ‘7 " an 4? . > 
et dl ae ka Lee 2e YR 
File photos 


Players from all over the region have participated in the Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer League for more than 40 years. The league 
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PVSSL plays a 10 or 11-game 
regular season. The league is divid- 
ed into four divisions, Division A 
boys, Division B boys, Division A 
girls, and Division B girls. Larger 
schools highly competitive or 
advanced smaller schools usually 
participate in Division A. Division 
B usually includes smaller schools 
or situations where a larger school 
has two teams. 

Last week, Dianna Kolodziey 
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website expressing the optimism 
of having a normal summer season. 

“At this time we are keeping our 
hopes up and being optimistic that 
we will be able to move forward 
with the PVSSL this summer,” she 
stated. “Our plan is to have the a 
league for the summer. Chris and 
I along with our executive board 1s 
continuing to monitor the situation 
with the Corona virus (COVID-19) 


Mass. Golf cancels open event in June 


NORTON — Mass Golf has 
made the decision to cancel the 
111th Massachusetts Open, set to 
take place June 15-17 at Taconic 
Golf Club in Williamstown, due to 
the ongoing spread of COVID-19 
throughout Massachusetts and the 
entire country. 

All six Mass Open qualifying 
events have also been canceled, but 
any exemptions from this year will 
carry over and be honored for the 
2021 Mass Open. 

Participants who have reg- 
istered have received an email 
detailing how refunds will be pro- 
cessed for the Mass Open and its 
qualifying events. 

The Mass Open is the only 
Mass Golf event that allows ama- 
teur and professionals from any 
state or country to enter and com- 
pete against one another. With a 
professional purse of $75,000, 
the Mass Open offers one of the 
largest purses in the New England 
area. 


BARRE 4 
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$33/Year | $38 Out-of-State 


The Four-Ball Championship 
was also canceled earlier this 
month, making the Mass Open 
the second of Mass Golf’s 
Championships to be canceled this 
year. This also marks the first time 
since 1945 that there will be no 
Mass Open played, as the event 
was not held from 1943-45 due to 
World War II. 

“We care deeply about this 
historic and signature champi- 
onship and have made this deci- 
sion with a heavy heart,” said 
Jesse Menachem, Mass Golf’s 
Executive Director/CEO. “This 
is an unfortunate situation we’re 
dealing with in the COVID-19 
era, but our absolute priority is to 
protect the health and safety of 
the Players, Officials, Volunteers, 
and Spectators as well as the Host 
Club Staff and Mass Golf Staff 
involved in the Mass Open and 
its qualifying events. Taconic 
has been extremely supportive 
throughout this decision-making 


process and we are so apprecia- 
tive of our long-standing partner- 
ship as well as their understanding 
and flexibility in what is truly an 
unprecedented time.” 

The Qualifying schedule was 
as follows: Pine Brook CC (May 
7); CC of Pittsfield (May 13); 
Kernwood CC (May 18); Ocean 
Edge R&CC (May 20); Pleasant 
Valley CC (May 26); and The Bay 
Club at Mattapoisett (May 28). 

Oak Hill CC in Fitchburg will 
be the host site of the Mass Open 
in 2021. The club will be celebrat- 
ing its centennial next year as well. 

“We greatly appreciate the 
continued support of all our 
Mass Golf Member Clubs who 
were scheduled to host quali- 
fying, as well as Taconic GC 
for their willingness to host the 
Championship,” said Kevin 
Eldridge, Mass Golf’s Director of 
Rules & Competitions. “We look 


See GOLF, page 8 





“ ; 
*. h D 
on * ’ (™ 


‘ 
Dita Ph gi by 
gi mA) R di,’ 


‘y ‘ 
awh RD 


throughout our nation and around 





© he $$, . x ~~ 
gh cae Pe Be 
un Oe “oe Re NSM 


J 


aa 
" 
—_ 


Dianna Kolodziey did not spe- 


the world. While this is an evolving 
situation, we are taking the current 
situation seriously and are follow- 
ing developments very closely. 

“We will continue to monitor the 
situation in real time and will pro- 
vide a further updates in the near 
future. We apologize any inconve- 
nience this may have caused how- 
ever, the safety of our PVSSL fami- 
ly is our highest priority.” 


cifically say what steps would be 
taken if the season were to start, 
including modified rules for social 
distancing, and eliminating hand- 
shake lines after games like a num- 
ber of sports plan to. 

The Kolodzieys state they hope 
to hold registrations in early May. 
For more information, Kolodziey 
can be contacted at ckolodziey @ 
msn.com. 
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Spring 
sports 
officially 
cancelled 


Following the 

governor’s closure of 
schools for the remainder 
of the year, spring sports 
will not happen 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — After weeks of spec- 
ulation back and forth, the high 
school sports world got the sad 
news it had been dreading. 

Last Friday, the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association’s Board of Directors 
was forced unanimously to cancel 
the spring sports season and associ- 
ated tournaments. 

It was a mere formality as 
Gov. Charlie Baker announced 
last Tuesday that schools in 
Massachusetts would remained 
closed for the remainder of the 
2019-2020 academic school year, 
which would have ended in mid to 
late June. 

Baker held off for a few weeks 
on making the decision, hoping 
new coronavirus case numbers 
would decrease to the point where 
the state could begin opening up. 

But as the “surge” in both new 
cases and deaths progressed, it 
became clear to Baker’s administra- 
tion that putting students in schools 
would not be a good situation. 
Additionally, the Massachusetts 
Teachers Association pushed for the 
closure of schools for the remainder 
of the year. 

The closure of school means 
it is not possible for athletes 
to play sports, putting an end to 
the proposed shortened, 12-game 
season the MIAA was hoping to 
play beginning on May 4. The 
school closure was set to expire 
on that day before Baker made his 
announcement. 

The announcement gives a 
definitive answer the question about 
whether or not seniors will have 
their final moments in many of their 
respective spring sports. The deci- 
sion cancels baseball, softball, boys 
lacrosse, girls lacrosse, boys tennis, 
girls tennis, boys track, girls track, 
boys volleyball. 


See SPRING SPORTS, page 8 


UWS still hopeful for 2020 season 


LUDLOW — United Women’s 
Soccer (UWS) has reaffirmed its 
intent to play the 2020 season for 
both UWS and UWS League Two. 
The start of the season will be 
delayed in order to align with CDC 
guidance and we will work with all 
of our clubs to adjust the regular 
season schedule. The safety of our 
players, fans and staff remain our 
top priority and we will continue 
to monitor events and receive guid- 


ance from local, state, and national 
authorities. 

“First and foremost, the safety 
of all the players, staff and support- 
ers will guide any final decision 
on the 2020 season,” said League 
Commissioner Joseph Ferrara Jr. 
“We have been working diligent- 
ly on different scenarios based on 
potential timelines. UWS intends 
to provide a National Championship 
structure for our member teams as 


it is the most important service pro- 
vided by the league. Our investment 
into this event has made it a tremen- 
dous showcase for women’s soccer. 

The New England Mutiny partic- 
ipate in the UWS and has recently 
featured several star players from 
Western Massachusetts. 

The USL-Two, a men’s 
semi-professional team, recently 
announced the Northeast Division 
cancelled its regular season. 


Sign-ups ongoing for Quabbin League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Over-30 Baseball League is seek- 
ing new players for 2020 season. 
The league has six teams, sev- 
eral with open roster spots. Last 
year, the league voted to allow 
players age 28 and 29 to be able 
to join the league, though play- 
ers under 30 are not eligible to 
pitch. The cost of the league this 


season is $192. For returning 
players, sign-ups are extended 
through May 1. New players can 
also sign up through this date with 
the draft currently set for May 2. 
The league hopes to begin play in 
early June. 

The season is 15 regular sea- 
son games plus at least one play- 
off game. A modified schedule is 


It’s easier than ever to SUBSCRIBE to your hometown paper. 


Visit barregazette.turley.com and click on SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


You can also browse our archives, submit your news and view our facebook feed all from the same page! 


being worked on by league offi- 
cials. Games are nine innings and 
metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats 
are allowed. Fields locations are 
throughout Western Mass. 

For more information on the 
league, or if you are interested 
in registering, go to https://www. 
quabbinvalleybaseball.org/. The 
league is also in Facebook. 
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QCC donates supplies to area 
hospitals and healthcare facilities 


WORCESTER - As the COVID- 
19 crisis deepens, Quinsigamond 
Community College (QCC) facul- 
ty, staff, students and alumni have 
come together to assist area hos- 
pitals and healthcare facilities. 
The college’s science department 
recently donated 45 cases of nitrile 
gloves to Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA). 

“This totals 45,000 gloves, which 
will go to hospitals and healthcare 
facilities in the most need,” said 
QCC President Dr. Luis Pedraja. 

Other initiatives by the QCC 
community include a project spear- 
headed by Lee Duerden, associate 
professor of manufacturing technol- 
ogy. Duerden is utilizing QCC’s Fab 
Lab and its form lab resin printers 
to make respirator masks that have 
removable HEPA filters, capable 
of filtration rates to 0.01 microns. 
In comparison, according to the 
Centers for Disease Controls, N95 
filtering face piece respirators filter 
out at least 95 percent of very small 
(0.3 micron) particles. N95 FFRs 
are capable of filtering out all types 
of particles, including bacteria and 
viruses. Duerden has currently print- 
ed prototypes that are being tested 
and utilized by 10 area nurses. 


QCC students are also taking 
part in the crusade to help out. QCC 
student [lina Ivanova is a liberal 
arts biology major, due to graduate 
this May. Ivanova has begun sew- 
ing masks after finding a Facebook 
group, “Worcester Stitchers for 
Health,” where people share patterns 
online. These masks also enable a 
filter to be inserted. 

“T have made about 25 masks so 
far and I plan on making as many as 
I can. They take about 20-25 min- 
utes to sew each, depending on the 
template,” she said, adding that the 
masks can either be dropped off at 
a drop box at the home of the coor- 
dinator of Worcester Stitchers for 
Health or the coordinator will make 
arrangements to safely pick them up. 

They are taken to Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) where 
they are either autoclaved or UV 
irradiated, depending on the mask 
material - anything that contains 
plastic will melt in an autoclave- 
packaged in sterile pouches and dis- 
tributed by MEMA. 

“However, many people know 
people personally who are work- 
ing in high risk healthcare settings 
that are asking for these masks. For 
example, I know that a client at an 


ER veterinary hospital just made 
masks for the entire staff to alleviate 
pressure on their dwindling surgi- 
cal mask supply. I made masks for 
my brother, Boris Yanachkov (he 
is also a QCC student) who is cur- 
rently working at IPG Photonics as 
an essential employee. Not to men- 
tion all of the grocery store workers, 
delivery drivers and other essential 
workers who may not have access to 
a mask,” she said. 

Classes and labs at QCC’s Center 
for Healthcare and Workforce 
Development, located at 25 
Federal St., have also made dona- 
tions to: UMASS Medical School 
- N95 masks, gloves, gowns, sur- 
gical masks; Harrington Hospital — 
gowns, and surgical masks; Salmon 
Healthcare — gowns, gloves and sur- 
gical masks and Knollwood Nursing 
Home — gGowns, gloves and surgi- 
cal masks 

“In these unprecedented times, 
we must all do our part and try and 
help mitigate the medical supply 
demand our hospitals and health- 
care facilities are facing,” said QCC 
President Dr. Luis Pedraja. “We will 
continue to do everything we can to 
assist our healthcare workers who 
work tirelessly on the front lines.” 


Calling all students and teachers 


The Barre Gazette is calling 
all children — everyone under 18 
— to send us artwork, essays and 


photos. If enough children send 
pieces on it’s possible we could 
have a whole issued devoted to 
them. Please include full names 
on all submissions so we can give 


proper credit to the creator. Also, 
if photos are submitted please 
identify the people in the photos. 
Parents,the if you could forward 
them to us it would be appreci- 
ated. 

We’re also asking teachers to 
send essays, artwork or photos 


describing what it’s like for them 
being home and educating stu- 
dents from afar. 


Please send all emails to 


edowner @turley.com. 


Stay safe. Thanks, 
Ellenor Downer, Editor 





Local students inducted into Beta Gamma Sigma National Honor Society 


SPRINGFIELD — Dr. Sharianne 
Walker, Dean of the College of 
Business, announced that the 
Western New England University 
chapter of Beta Gamma Sigma, the 
honor society of AACSB-accredited 
business schools worldwide, induct- 
ed 35 students this spring into this 
prestigious organization. Eligible 
sophomores, juniors and seniors 
comprise the top 10 percent of their 
respective classes and eligible grad- 
uate students are among the top 20 
percent of their respective graduate 
programs. Beta Gamma Sigma rep- 
resents “the best in business” and 
members reside in all 50 states and 
in more than 190 countries. 

While the traditional induction 
ceremony scheduled for April 16, 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Curved symmetrical 
structure 

5. One’s partner in 
marriage 

11. Male admirer 

12. Spend in a period of 
dormancy 

16. Popular Easter meal 

17. Doc 

18. Bearing a heavy load 

19. Gratitude 

24. The Mount Rushmore 
State 

29. Driving 

26. Girl 

27. British thermal unit 

28. Makes a mistake 

29. A defined length of time 

30. Lions do it 

31. Large quantities 

33. Become less intense 

34. Famed peninsula 

38. Emerges 

39. Rare Hawaiian geese 


engine (abbr.) 


and northwest 
50. Monetary unit of 
samoa 
01. Makes clothing 
53. opielberg’s alien 


56. Injury treatment 
protocol 


99. Imaginary line 
60. New convert 


windows 
64. Wore away 
65. Work units 
CLUES DOWN 


2. Harvester 
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44, Measures speed of an 


45. Yankee hero Bucky 
49. Midway between west 


04. Agreeable to the taste 


58. Cools your house 


63. Some do it to their 


1. Remove body tissue 


2020, was cancelled this year due to 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
Dean Walker said it is important 
that “these deserving students who 
worked hard to achieve this distinc- 
tion be celebrated especially during 
these difficult times.” 

Local members of the 2020 
induction class include: Bryce A. 
Thompson of Ware, majoring in 
accounting and Kyle N. Skerry of 
Barre, majoring in business analyt- 
ics and information management. 

Congratulations letters notifying 
students of their induction and life- 
time membership in Beta Gamma 
Sigma were sent to the students. 
Professor Curt Hamakawa, director 
of the Business Honors Program 
and faculty advisor to the Beta 
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3. Roadside living quarters 36. In a different, more 
4 


. Excessive self- 

confidence 

5. Lapp 

6. Bicycled 

7. Entrance to a passage 

8. Western U.S. state 

9. Grain towers acid 

10. “Westworld” actress 42. Millinenry 
Rachel Wood 

13. Commercial _ Av 

14. One who left a will 45. Widen 

15. Makes it through 

20. Within (prefix) 

21. Sea patrol (abbr.) 

22. Cigarettes (slang) 

23.A doctrine 

27. Constrictor snakes 

29. Atomic #73 

30. Baseball stat 

31. Female sibling 

32. A soft gray metal (abbr.) 

33. Southern constellation 

34. Belgian city 61. 

35. Go in again 


positive way 
38. Blood type 


(abbr.) 


rendezvous 


51. Terabyte 


times 
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37.A place for sleeping 
40. Syrian news agency 


41.A salt or ester of acetic 


44. Populous Israeli city 


46. Magical potion 
47. Acknowledging 
48. Private romantic 


50. Cavalry sword 


52. Artificial intelligence 
94. Bullfighting maneuver 
90. Breezed through 

57. Santa says it three 


and behold 
62. 36 inches (abbr.) 


Gamma Sigma Chapter at Western 
New England, joined Dean Walker 
in congratulating the students, add- 
ing that new members’ certificates, 
pins, and medallions will be mailed 
to them later this spring. 

Having just celebrated its cen- 
tennial, Western New England 
University is a private, indepen- 
dent, coeducational institution. 
Located on an attractive 215-acre 
suburban campus in Springfield. 
It serves 3,825 students, including 
2,580 full-time undergraduate stu- 
dents. Undergraduate, graduate and 
professional programs are offered 
through Colleges of Arts and 
Sciences, Business, Engineering, 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences and 
the School of Law. 
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HCC opens registration for 
summer and fall 2020 


HOLYOKE — Registration 
is now open for both summer 
and fall 2020 classes at Holyoke 
Community College (HCC), pre- 
senting a smart and affordable 
option for college students, who 
may be stuck at home now and 
unsure of their academic plans for 
September. 

Summer courses at HCC begin 
June | and are offered in two four- 
week sessions and one seven-week 
session, fully online. 

Summer Session I classes run 
from June | to June 25 or July 1; 
Summer Session II classes from 
July 6 to July 30 or Aug. 5. Full- 
term summer session classes begin 
June | and ends July 15-17. 

”’This summer HCC is offering 
as dynamic a schedule of courses as 
ever,’ said Rachel Rubinstein, HCC 
vice president of Academic and 
Student Affairs. “The only differ- 
ence 1s that, because of health and 
safety concerns related to COVID- 
19, all of our summer classes will 
be offered online this year, with 
very few exceptions.” 

Those exceptions are limited 
to hands-on culinary arts cours- 
es in food preparation and service 
planned for Summer Session II that 


are scheduled to meet at the HCC 
MGM Culinary Arts Institute on 
Race Street, but those courses may 
need to be adjusted, depending on 
lingering concerns over the coro- 
navirus. 

HCC’s summer 2020 program 
includes nearly 100 credit class- 
es in accounting, American Sign 
Language, anthropology, art, biol- 
ogy, business, chemistry, commu- 
nications, criminal justice, culinary 
arts, earth science, economics, edu- 
cation, engineering, English, envi- 
ronmental science, forensic science, 
general studies, gerontology, health, 
health information management, 
history, human services, human- 
ities, law, management, marketing, 
math, music, nursing, nutrition, phi- 
losophy, political science, psychol- 
ogy, SEM (science, engineering and 
math), social science, sociology, 
Spanish and sustainability studies. 

For summer, HCC is offering 
one-credit courses in subjects such 
as professional etiquette, busi- 
ness ethics and money manage- 
ment, three-credit general educa- 
tion classes in English composition 
and college math, as well as very 
popular courses in accounting and 
psychology, four-credit lab science 


courses in biology, chemistry, sus- 
tainability studies and much much 
more. 

Registration is also open for the 
fall 2020 semester. At this point, 
HCC is planning to offer fall cours- 
es on campus if current restrictions 
are lifted and conditions allow 
while also making contingency 
plans to offer instruction remotely 
if necessary. 

While we hope to resume face- 
to-face instruction in the fall, we 
have to have flexible teaching plans 
in place,” Rubinstein said. “We 
don’t want students to fall behind 
in their academic plans. If they 
have to stay home, they can still 
earn credits toward a certificate or 
degree here online. That applies to 
HCC students as well as students 
attending other colleges who don’t 
want to interrupt their studies and 
may be looking for other options 
closer to their home communities.” 

Chromebooks and wifi hotspots 
are available for loan from the 
HCC Library for students who need 
them. 

For more information, people 
may visit hcc.edu/summer or hcc. 
edu/admission or call 413-552- 
2321: 


NEIT announces rescheduled spring term 


EAST GREENWICH, RI - 
Dr. Douglas H. Sherman, Senior 
Vice President and Provost at New 
England Institute of Technology 
(NEIT), announced that its upcom- 
ing Spring Term for undergraduate 
students will begin on May 4, 2020 
and conclude on July 11, 2020. To 
maintain the safety and well being 
of its students, faculty and staff 
from the spread of COVID-19, all 
programs will begin using a fully 
online format. 

As the spring term progress- 
es, the university will explore the 
opportunity for students to return to 
campus to complete the experiential 
portion of their program in NEIT’s 
technology specific labs. This deci- 
sion will be made based upon offi- 
cial public health recommendations. 

New England Tech offers more 
than 50 associate, bachelor’s, mas- 
ter’s, doctoral and online degree 
programs. Healthcare programs 
include Nursing, Respiratory 
Care, Paramedic Technology, 


Surgical Technology, Medical 
Laboratory Technology, Physical 
Therapist Assistant, Occupational 
Therapy Assistant, Health Science 
and Medical Assisting and 
Administration. Other technolo- 
gy programs include Architecture 
and Design, Automotive, 
Building Technologies, Business 
Management, Criminal Justice, 
Digital Media Production, 
Electronics, Robotics and Drones 
Technology, various Engineering 
Technologies and Information 
Technology. For complete program 
offerings and descriptions, please 
visit www.neit.edu. 

Dr. Sherman stated, “We are 
doing our utmost to continue to pro- 
vide all students with the same high 
quality, experiential education that 
they deserve. Our dedicated faculty 
have worked tirelessly to bring cre- 
ative, engaging online instruction 
to all students. We will continue 
to take steps to mitigate the future 
risk of COVID-19 on campus and 


to ensure that all members of the 
NEIT community stay safe and as 
healthy as possible.” 

New students are encouraged to 
enroll for the Spring Term and may 
apply at https://bit.ly/neit-apply-on- 
line or contact NEIT’s Admissions 
Office at 800-736-7744 or by email 
at NEITAdmissions @neit.edu. 

Under the leadership of 
President Richard I. Gouse, New 
England Institute of Technology 1s 
a private, non-profit technical uni- 
versity with an enrollment of near- 
ly 3,000 students and is accredited 
by the New England Commission 
on Higher Education. Founded in 
1940, the university offers more 
than 50 associate, bachelor’s, mas- 
ter’s, doctoral and online/hybrid 
degree programs focusing on a 
proven combination of technical 
expertise coupled with hands-on 
learning. Visit www.neit.edu and 
follow news of the university on 
Facebook, Twitter, You Tube, 
Instagram and LinkedIn. 


HCC to hold free digital literacy program 


HOLYOKE - Holyoke 
Community College (HCC) will 
run a free online program starting 
Tuesday, May 5 for people, who 
want to sharpen their digital litera- 
cy skills to become more effective 
remote workers and learners. 

"How to Work and Learn 
Online” offered through HCC’s 
Kittredge Center for Business and 
Workforce Development, is a four- 
part workshop series that will be 
conducted in a live, interactive, 
streaming forum on May 5, May 7, 
May 12 and May 14 from 1-3 p.m. 

Participants will learn how to 
navigate computer settings, create 
and organize files and safely use 
the internet and digital communica- 
tion tools such as Zoom. Sessions 


SPRING SPORTS, 


continued from page 7 


There are no proposals for 
any school sponsored sports to 
play during the summer, and 
athletic directors will now have 
to turn their attention to hope- 
fully playing sports this fall, 
provided school resumes in 
September. 

In the MIAA announcement, 
they have made no mention or 
answered any questions about 
the status of fall sports. However, 
athletic directors in Western 
Massachusetts have begun devel- 
oping fall schedules, expecting 


GOLF, 


continued from page 7 


forward to continuing this signa- 
ture event in 2021.” 

Taconic was getting set to 
host the Mass Open for the sec- 
ond time, first hosting it in 1992 
when Boston native Andy Morse 
took home the title. Taconic 
has also hosted three USGA 
Championships and four NCAA 
Championships in its storied his- 


will cover best practices for being 
an effective online learner including 
tips on study habits, expectations 
of online learning and how to use 
Google Drive and other computer 
applications. 

The course was developed and 
will be taught by Jose Pedraza, 
assistant coordinator of HCC’s Gill 
Community Technology Center, 
which promotes technology literacy 
for HCC education and workforce 
training programs. 

“Our staff and faculty have been 
working hard to find creative ways 
to help students and people from the 
community during these challenging 
times,” said Michele Cabral, HCC 
executive director of professional 
development and corporate learn- 


teams will be playing in early 
September. 

The coronavirus first struck the 
end of winter sports on March 12, 
when the MIAA was forced to can- 
cel the state finals in both hock- 
ey and basketball. Monson High 
School girls basketball played 
in the final state semifinal game, 
losing to Maynard in a Division 
4 semifinal at Worcester State 
University with fans barred from 
the building. Maynard and other 
semifinal winners were deemed 
“co-state champions” by the 
MIAA. 

The spring season was set to 
begin on March 16, and was first 
postponed to March 30 as many 


tory. Jack Nicklaus was 16 when 
he made the semifinals of the 1956 
U.S. Junior Amateur, hosted by 
Taconic. 

Taconic also hosted the Mass 
Amateur back in 2016, won by 
Brendan Hunter, of Red Tail GC. 

Josh Hillman, the head golf pro 
at Taconic, said he’s disappoint- 
ed that COVID-19 has led to this 
cancelation of the Mass Open and 
other events, and he just wants to 
see Taconic get another shot at 
some point. 


ing. “Knowledge of computers and 
online literacy have become more 
important than ever lately. This 
course 1s really designed for anyone 
- students, parents with young chil- 
dren, people forced to work at home 
because of COVID-19 restrictions 
and others who want to develop a 
greater mastery of digital technol- 
ogy.” 

Those enrolled will be sent a link 
to the class, which they can join 
using any device with an internet 
connection, such as a desktop com- 
puter, laptop, Chromebook or smart- 
phone. 

For more information or to reg- 
ister, people may contact Valentyna 
Semyrog at 413-552-2123 or vse- 
myrog @hcc.edu. 


schools closed down on their own 
for two weeks. Gov. Baker then 
shut schools down for three weeks 
until April 7. In a subsequent deci- 
sion on March 23, athletics were 
postponed through April 27. Baker 
countered with a school closure 
extension through May 4. The 
MIAA followed suit with a May 
4 starting date for spring sports, 
agreeing to a shortened season and 
only holding sectional playoffs that 
would have concluded before the 
end of June. 

Unlike colleges, which granted 
athletes an additional year of eli- 
gibility for spring sports, seniors 
in high school will not have that 
option. 


“Taconic will always be here 
for Mass Golf, and we hope to 
get another Championship on the 
schedule soon,” said Hillman, who 
was named the 2019 Northeastern 
New York PGA Golf Professional 
of the Year. 

New Hampshire’s Michael 
Martel won the Mass Open last 
year by edging out Ryan Gendron 
(Tampa, Florida) by | stroke. In the 
process, he ended Jason Thresher’s 
three-year winning streak in the 
Mass Open. 


Keeping children 
engaged and happy 


SPRINGFIELD — With the recent extension of 
school and daycare closures during the coronavirus 
pandemic, parents may be seeking additional ideas to 
ensure their children are continuing to learn and devel- 
op, while also fitting in much needed time for play, 
expression and physical activities. 

“There are many ways to approach the plan for how 
to support kids while they aren’t attending daycare or 
school in a traditional way. Parents know their children 
best and there isn’t necessarily a ‘one size fits all’ plan 
that will work for every child and family,” said Jessica 
Hagerman, child life specialist and manager of Child 
Life and Healing Arts at Baystate Children’s Hospital. 

“Tt’s helpful to consider all of the aspects that make 
a child who they are, including their age, development, 
educational needs, learning style, interests, energy 
level, and ability to focus. These may all contribute 
towards figuring out the best plan that will meet their 
needs,” she said. 

Parents may want to consider creating a routine for 
some sense of normalcy and to keep the environment 
somewhat predictable during these very unpredictable 
times. 

“Children may feel a lack of control with all that’s 
going on around them, so it’s also a great idea to 
include them in some of the decision-making, and to 
give choices about activities and plans when appropri- 
ate. Staying connected with their school to understand 
what resources may be available and their require- 
ments for keeping up with academics should certainly 
be a part of the plan, but this may also be a great time 
to create some extra fun, memorable experiences in 
hopes that children as well as parents will look back on 
this time in a positive way,’ said Hagerman. 

There are so many great online resources available 
to families with ideas for games, activities and sug- 
gestions to keep children occupied and learning during 
this social isolation period and beyond, noted the child 
life specialist. 

“A simple search will bring up a wealth of resources 
and ideas. We also encourage families to find a healthy 
balance between screen time and screen-free activities. 
While there is so much to do and learn in the digital 
world, moderation is important to ensure children are 
also still engaging in other activities to support their 
overall development. When children are actively play- 
ing and creatively engaging in their environment, it can 
support their development in incredibly positive ways,” 
said Hagerman. 

She noted this is not an easy time for some parents, 
many of whom may be juggling being home with their 
children while still trying to work from home, or who 
may be trying to coordinate the many aspects of life 
that are affected by this pandemic. 

“Sometimes screen-time may be the one thing that 
keeps your child content while you sign into that 
conference call. Being aware of what your kids are 
accessing when they are on the screen can make all the 
difference,’ said Hagerman. 

She also encourages fresh air and exercise and 
notes that social isolation doesn’t have to mean staying 
inside, but that it does mean that you should be respon- 
sible when you are outside. 

“Avoiding public playgrounds and ‘high touch’ 
areas like climbing structures, or places where others 
may congregate, is really important for health and 
safety during this pandemic. If you don’t have a yard 
or an isolated outdoor space to play, going for walks 
or riding bikes in areas where you can keep a safe 
distance from anyone other than those you live with 
is a good way to still get out and moving. It’s a good 
idea to be prepared with hand-wipes or sanitizer for 
any little hands that like to touch everything,” said 
Hagerman. 

Other outdoor activity ideas may include: creating a 
chalk obstacle course, treasure hunts, hula-hoop races, 
planting a garden, having a picnic or blowing bubbles. 
More details for how to do these are only an internet 
search away, she said. 

For indoor activities, there are always the classics 
like board games, card games, puzzles, arts and crafts 
and movie nights. 

“You may also have some home improvement proj- 
ects around the house for kids who are old enough to 
help. This may be a great time to clean out that old 
toy chest, sort through your bookshelf, organize the 
Tupperware drawer, or put away winter clothes,” said 
Hagerman. 

She said now may also be a great time to cre- 
ate a family time capsule. You can download a free 
copy of “My COVID-19 Time Capsule” created by 
Natalie Long of Long Creations at http://letsembark. 
ca/time-capsule. 

“In five, ten or 20 years from now, you can look 
back at how you and your family made it through all of 
the COVID-19 changes,” said Hagerman. 

“Also, if you haven’t already joined the slime craze, 
we suggest trying the “Baystate Slime’ recipe. This one 
is a favorite around our pediatric unit,’ she said. 

The recipe: 5 oz. school glue, % tbsp of baking 
soda, 2 tbsp. of contact solution, add a small amount of 
food coloring or acrylic paint for color. Consider add- 
ing shaving cream for “fluffy slime” and experiment- 
ing with adding small items like beads, glitter or other 
trinkets to provide texture. 

The Baystate Children’s Hospital child life spe- 
cialist offers the following websites for some addi- 
tional experiences to consider: https://www.weare- 
teachers.com/best-virtual-field-trips/; https://www. 
kennedy-center.org/education/mo-willemshttps:// 
mommypoppins.com/kids/50-easy-science-experi- 
ments-for-kids-fun-educational-activities-using-house- 
hold-stuff 
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USDA increases monthly SNAP benefits by 40 percent 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — Recently, 
the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue announced emergency bene- 
fit increases have reached $2.0 billion 
per month for Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) households 
across all 50 states and 3 territories to 
increase food security during the coro- 
navirus national emergency. These emer- 
gency benefits represent a 40 percent 
increase in overall monthly SNAP ben- 
efits, significantly increasing food pur- 
chasing power for American families. 

“These are unprecedented times for 
American families who are facing job- 
lessness and hunger. USDA is providing 
a 40 percent increase in SNAP benefits 
to ensure that low-income individuals 
have enough food to feed themselves and 
their families during this national emer- 
gency,’ said Secretary Perdue. “President 
Trump is taking care of America’s work- 
ing-class families who have been hit hard 
with economic distress due to the coro- 
navirus. Ensuring all households receive 
the maximum allowable SNAP benefit is 
an important part of President Trump’s 
whole of America response to the coro- 
navirus.” 

Background: 

Currently, a household with two 
adults, 3 children, and no income can 
receive the maximum benefit of $768. 


Solve the code to discover words related to landscaping. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 16 = n) 


22 3 17 16 


Clue: Contains grass 


23 3 12 7 24 16 


Clue: Organized plants 


26 22 3 16 9 19 


Clue: Living organisms with roots 


7 24 19 8 23 16 


Clue: Plan or drawing 


However, due to reportable income and 
other factors, the average 5-person house- 
hold receives significantly less, $528. 
These emergency benefits would provide 
the average 5-person household an addi- 
tional $240 monthly in food purchasing 
power, bringing the average household up 
to the same benefit level as households 
already receiving the maximum. 

The Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act (FFCRA), signed into 
law by President Trump, provided for 
the issuance of emergency allotments 
in response to COVID-19. Across the 
United States, emergency allotments total 
nearly $2 billion per month, which is in 
addition to approximately $4.5 billion 
in benefits already provided to SNAP 
households each month. 

All SNAP households that are eligi- 
ble to receive less than the maximum 
benefit will receive the emergency allot- 
ment supplement to bring them up to the 
maximum. By law, SNAP households are 
not permitted to receive more than the 
maximum allotment. SNAP emergency 
allotments allow states to raise benefits to 
the maximum amount for the household’s 
size for up to two months, and USDA is 
providing additional guidance today to 
states that want to further extend these 
emergency allotments month by month as 
prescribed by the law. 
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YARD CARE WORD SEARCH 


OUFTaZOownA MHA ADVAAWAMMOAON 
TMZOPNNAK WAH OHOFNZTAVO VU 
OWSZBSDOANZOFTOCXZ2ZrarraZzo 
Z2EauHera2zaz2z2rmrqoncxqgoo2z20vo2z2Nvucr 
<WNWDDBZATPHPrFPOCCAN ZK ANA IBIOM 
rPOoOrHe aAamMaAaamtAA VvemMaATrDOAo TN 
VZTr<ToTmnMEamMnBA2Z2zouyveumMmMowvrwSsSamM= 
AVVIAFTFwWOraAna~x<xFoa2WDWe HAHWNWNAA =-i 
rPeEemMZa0SZSMZ2HaUMrlImInNNrFoavwvsec 


4—SnUNdrromun=amaouwwnrwtZaeAn \S 
ZQCHRAFTOAQOZDAFTVMNMVUHFAMMOrT 
OOAODraAt Sse Z2ZONKEFP MNS VDVTMWMWA GOGO YF 
DWAHMOAMPrn~xCX AMONAZYKPNSA C2 
Ae SS2mMazazarmnt98mrarsatwvw7A~<vo 
PZuK PFPZOATAWNWFTFHUNDWDANQNOYFPVDAMNM 
NAAZWDWHOPUNOMBDIAPFPITIANAMTEO 
ANA MCADAADAQOCHerFe2kKRinanwsy 
Hr nDmmMmZ200OVUVHHFWFAADNCwVDYV 






WORD SCRAMBLE 


something pertaining to landscaping. 


ALU 


Hawaii was the final state agency 
authorized to provide the emergency 
allotments, which are now authorized 
in all 50 states, Guam, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, and the District of Columbia. 
States could request to provide an 
emergency allotment for current SNAP 
households beginning in March. USDA 
is continuing to work closely with 
states so that supplements are provid- 
ed in subsequent months as this public 
health emergency warrants, as outlined 
in FFCRA. 

This announcement is the latest in a 
series of actions that USDA’s Food and 
Nutrition Service has taken to uphold 
the USDA’s commitment to “Do Right 
and Feed Everyone” during this national 
emergency. Other actions include: 

Providing more than 227 million 
pounds of food — valued at $243 million 
through The Emergency Food Assistance 
Program (TEFAP), with another $850 
million available from the FFCRA 
and Coronavirus Aid, Recovery, and 
Economic Stimulus (CARES) Act. 

Launching Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) 
to provide the value of school breakfast 
and lunch to families eligible for free and 
reduce-price lunch; 

Issuing Disaster Household 
Distributions, food targeted to meet spe- 
cific needs when traditional channels of 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
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Guess Wha? 


| am a comic actress born in Texas 
on April 26, 1933. | once lived ina 
boarding house for women pursuing 
careers in acting. | have earned a 
Tony, Emmy and Golden Globe for 
my work in various genres. 
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WORDS 


ACIDIC 
AERATE 
ALKALINE 
AMENDMENTS 
BEAUTIFY 
BLADE 
CARBON 
COMPOST 
DEADHEAD 
FERTILIZE 
GREEN 
LANDSCAPE 
LEAVES 
MATTER 
MOW 
MULCH 
ORGANIC 
PEAT 
PLANTINGS 
PRUNE 
SHRUB 
SOIL 
TILL 
WATER 
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. 


st | f2tei7tst fa 
3{7] fst | | fet 
2t4] fit f3t7t | 
ett yt ttfat fz 
{| i7} | [5] [6}o 
[5] q7ist ft 
_[ifsfe}] | | [sla 
_ {8} |5|3i4tolii6 
ERROR 
























answers for the week of 4/20 
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food are unavailable, to 16 States and 
territories, and 29 tribes; 

Providing more than one million 
meals a week to rural children through 
public-private partnership Meals to You; 

Allowing states to serve free meals 
to children in all areas across more than 
35,000 feeding sites nation-wide; 

Maximizing flexibilities, such as par- 
ent-pickup and meal times requirements, 
for the free meals provided through 
schools and other providers; 

Increasing access to online purchasing 
by expanding the online purchasing pilot 
to cover half of all SNAP households; 

Debuting “Meals for Kids” interactive 
site finder — to help families find meals 
for children while schools are closed; and 

Providing administrative flexibilities 
in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) and the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) to 
allow for social distancing and for State 
to more quickly process new applica- 
tions. 

These actions and more are part of 
USDA’s focus on service during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. For additional 
information on the many actions FNS has 
taken to respond to COVID-19, people 
may visit www.fns.usda.gov/coronavirus 


or follow them @USDANutrition. 


ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, others want to lure you into their 
shenanigans, but you dont need to worry 
about falling prey. You stick to your own 
ways of doing things. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, you may need to take a differ- 

ent and unusual approach to get things 
accomplished this week. Do not be afraid 
to take the bull by the horns if it is nec- 
essary. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

Thinking outside of the box is something 
that you do with frequency, Gemini. 
Although others may not be sure of your 
unconventional methods, you always get 
things done. 

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, anxiety about starting a new path 
or chapter in your life is completely nor- 
mal. Look forward to all of the positive 
things that may be in store soon enough. 
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 

Lend a helping hand to someone who 
may need a vote of confidence or some 
words of support this week, Leo. Your 
efforts will be appreciated very much. 
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

Make the most of luck that comes to you 
this week, Virgo. Do not speculate why 
such good fortune comes your way, but 
embrace it with an open heart. 

LIBRA -— Sept 23/Oct 23 

Do not rush to judgment on any situation 
or person for the time being. All of the 
facts have not come to light or sharpened. 
But the truth will soon reveal itself, Libra. 
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 

Scorpio, someone close to you needs 
space this week, so give them some room 
to breathe. Find a way to keep busy as 
this person works through what he or she 
needs. 

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, a competitive coworker is 
pushing hard to be on top. Use this as 
motivation as you to strive to become the 
best version of yourself you can be. 
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, you feel confident moving 
forward with a relationship after a heart- 
to-heart talk. Now this week you can 
cultivate this relationship even further. 
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 

Share your thoughts and feelings with 
someone who is unbiased if you want an 
accurate assessment of what you need to 
do to improve, Aquarius. A willing listen- 
er is quite helpful to you. 

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 

Pisces, you will need patience in spades 
this week. Others may not be able to 
maintain your pace, so give them the ben- 


efit of the doubt. 


ANSWERS WILL BE IN NEXT WEEKS PAPERS 





This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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Obituaries 





Joseph Earl Bolger, 90 


BARRE -— Joseph Earl Bolger 
of Barre passed away peacefully 
at Heywood Memorial Hospital 
on April 21, 2020. He was Sandra 
(Ahlin) Bolger’s husband for 64 of 
his 90 years. 

Born in Charlottetown, Prince 
Edward Island, Canada on Jan. 6, 
1930 to Joseph and Elizabeth, Joe 
spent his childhood years in one 
room schoolhouses, working on 
his grandparent’s farm, helping in 
his father’s garage and bonding 
with his four siblings: Jack, Eva, 
Norma, and Chuck. His formal 
education ended after the eighth 
grade. 

In 1946, Joe moved to 
Gardner, Massachusetts, finding 
work at Nichols & Stone. Still 
a Canadian citizen, he served 
in the U.S. Army from 1951 to 
1953, stationed in Germany and 
France. Joe met his sweetheart, 
Sandra Jane, at Cape Ann Diner 
in Westminster. They married in 
1956 and by 1968, they had four 
children: Tracey (McDonald), 
Heidi (Johnson), Darcy (Lohr), 
and Brent. 

After 17 years in in the furni- 
ture shop, he and a partner opened 
Sportsman Cycle, an early Honda 
motorcycle dealership in Holden. 


Farl Luke Cooley, Sr., 


BARRE -— Earl Luke Cooley, 
Sr , the family is heartbroken to 
inform of the passing of Earl Luke 
Cooley Sr. (affectionately known 
as Bumpa to many) on Saturday, 
April 25, 2020 at the age of 95. 

Earl was born Oct. 4, 1924 
in Ware, the son of Leslie and 
Jennie-Bell (Ryder) Cooley and 
grew up in Dana, one of 10 chil- 
dren. They were the last family to 
leave Dana after the Hurricane of 
1938. Earl loved to return to visit 
Dana, Quabbin and the Swift 
River Valley. Former President of 
the Dana Reunion and a frequent 
visitor to the Tuesday Teas held 
at the Quabbin Visitor Center in 
Belchertown. he proudly wore 
his “Dana is my hometown” hat 
whenever visiting the Quabbin. 

Earl served in the Army Air 
Corps during World War II serving 
as a crew chief on Douglas C-47 
Skytrain (affectionately known 
as the “Gooney Bird’), recent- 
ly being able to take a remem- 
brance flight on the C-47 with his 
daughter Suzanne. Earl had flown 
missions in North Africa and 
Southwest Asia serving with the 
1274th Army Air Force Base Unit. 

Earl married Lois Adams 
July 31, 1949 celebrating their 
70th anniversary last year, rais- 


95 


He eventually left to 
utilize his self-taught 
engineering skills and 
problem-solving abili- 
ties and formed his own 
business, Joe Bolger 
Products. 

In 1956, Joe also 
began pursuing his pas- 
sion for motorcycle 
racing, which he fol- 
lowed for 15 years using the race 
number “54.” During his racing 
career, he was a five time New 
England Scrambles Champ and 
was voted Sportsman of the Year 
several times by his peers. He 
was inducted into the American 
Motorcycle Association Hall of 
Fame in 2004 as a New England 
Motocross Champion; design- 
er, engineer and manufacturer of 
motorcycle tools and longtime 
contributing magazine editor. In 
2013, he was inducted into the 
Canadian Maritime Motorsports 
Hall of Fame. 

Joe enjoyed working in his 
shop, being around family, telling 
jokes and stories and long rides 
on backroads in his homemade 
3-wheel car. He was a voracious 
reader and writer of treasured 
typewritten letters to friends and 


ing seven children in 
Barre. He worked for 
Massachusetts Electric 
company for 40 years 
as a lineman, retir- 
ing in 1987. He was 
a member of the Barre 
Congregational Church 
for 63 years. Active in 
the Barre Boy Scouts as 
an institutional repre- 
sentative for Pack/Troop 26 for 
59 years, Post 2 American Legion 
in Barre, the Mason’s and Barre 
Little League. Bumpa loved taking 
hikes into the Quabbin Reservoir, 
Swift River Valley especially to 
his hometown of Dana and the 
Indian Kitchen. He made Bumpa’s 
Maple Syrup teaching his chil- 
dren, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren the process. He was 
the Market Master for 7 years for 
the Barre Farmers Market. 

He is survived by his wife 
Lois; his children Kevin (Diane), 
Deborah (Walter) Sanders, Earl 
(Pepper) Jr.,, Ann Marie (David) 
Clark, Suzanne (Richard) Martin 
and Mark; 12 grandchildren; 15 
great-grandchildren and 2 great- 
great grandchildren; brothers 
Dwight, Douglas and Richard; 
a sister Sally; many nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased 

















family. In addition to 
various automotive 
inventions and furniture 
creations, he often used 
his engineering talents 
to create medical device 
equipment for handi- 
capped friends. 

He is survived by his 
wife, children, grand- 
children (Rachel, Garrett 
and Lauren McDonald; Jack Yost; 
Carly, Clayton and Chase Lohr; 
Curtis and Sydney Bolger) and 
many beloved nieces and nephews 
in the United States and Canada. 
He was predeceased by his par- 
ents, his siblings and their spouses 
and his adored son-in-law, James 
“Jimmy” McDonald. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the memorial service will be held 
at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
donate to the Heather Abbott 
Foundation or Camp No Limits in 
memory of Joe Bolger. 

To send an online condolence 
please visit www.mackfamilyth. 
com. 

Mack Family Funeral Home 
105 Central St., Gardner is direct- 
ing arrangements. 


by his parents, son 
Gordon, granddaughter 
Katherine Bower, daugh- 
ter-in-aw Denise, sisters 
Betty Bryant, Louise 
Reed, Florence May 
Avery, Lucille Davis, 
and a brother, Dorrance 
Cooley. 

Services will be held 
at a later date with burial 
in Hardwick Center Cemetery in 
Hardwick. Funeral arrangements 
are under the care of Pillsbury 
Funeral Home, 96 South Barre 
Road, Barre. 


DEATH 
NOTICES 


Bolger, Joseph E. 
Died April 21, 2020 
Memorial service 
at a later date 
Mack Family Funeral Homes 


Cooley, Earl L., Sr. 
Died April 25, 2020 
Services will be held 
at a later date 
Pillsbury Funeral Home 


UMass Memorial receives $120K grant from 
the Patrick J. McGovern Foundation 


WORCESTER — Trustees 
of The Patrick J. McGovern 
Foundation have approved a grant 
of more than $120,000 to strength- 
en UMass Memorial’s ability to 
protect its caregivers from infec- 
tion during patient interactions. 
The funds will be used to acquire 
technology that will create a safe 
distance between caregivers and 
patients while not sacrificing 
quality of care. Some of the areas 
UMass Memorial hopes to address 

include telemedicine for the 
pediatric intensive care unit 
(PICU), emergency services, 
and the equipping of its primary 
response areas with telemedicine 
tools that will limit exposure and 
cut down on the unnecessary use 
of personal protective equipment 
or PPE. The UMass Memorial 
grant 1s part of the McGovern 
Foundation’s $8.9 million com- 
mitment to respond to COVID- 
19 throughout Massachusetts and 
California’s Bay Area. 

“IT am humbled by this gener- 
ous contribution to the physical 


Barre Gazette 


well-being and peace-of-mind of 
our 14,000 caregivers, who have 
worked tirelessly, selflessly and 
courageously in the face of this 
dreadful global Pandemic,” said 
Eric Dickson, MD, president and 
CEO of UMass Memorial Health 
Care. “It 1s because of organiza- 
tions like the Patrick J. McGovern 
Foundation that we are in a better 
position today to address the PPE 
challenges than we were a few 
weeks ago. I can’t say it loudly 
enough but I am eternally grateful 
for this wonderful investment in 
our people.” 

About the Patrick J. McGovern 
Foundation (https:// 
www.mcgovern.org/about/): 

The Patrick J. McGovern 
Foundation is dedicated to improv- 
ing lives globally with information 
technology, neuroscience and AI. 
The Foundation is the legacy of 
IDG founder Patrick J. McGovern, 
who believed in the potential for 
technology to democratize infor- 
mation, improve the human condi- 
tion and advance social good. 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


About UMass Memorial Health 
Care www.umass 
memorialhealthcare.org 

UMass Memorial Health 
Care is the largest not-for-prof- 
it health care system in Central 
Massachusetts with more than 
14,000 employees and 1,700 
physicians, many of whom are 
members of UMass Memorial 
Medical Group. Member hospi- 
tals and entities include UMass 
Memorial HealthAlliance-Clinton 
Hospital, UMass Memorial — 
Marlborough Hospital, UMass 
Memorial Medical Center and 
UMass Memorial — Community 
Healthlink, our behavioral health 
agency. With our teaching and 
research partner, the University of 
Massachusetts Medical School, 
our extensive primary care net- 
work and our cancer, diabetes, 
heart and vascular, orthopedic 
and surgery programs, UMass 
Memorial delivers safe, high-qual- 
ity and compassionate care. Visit 
www.umassmemorialhealthcare. 
org. 
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Church News 





Local pastor offer sermon 


Note: The Barre Gazette staff 
reached out to area churches if they 
would provide sermons during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Any pastor, 
priest or rabbi wishing to partici- 
pate may email either barrenews @ 
turley.com or edowner @turley. 
com. 


The Beatitudes of Christ Pt. 1 


Matthew 5-7 is a profound seg- 
ment of Scripture, containing what 
is commonly called the Sermon 
on the Mount. These chapters pro- 
vide for us a record of Jesus’ direct 
teaching on a wide array of top- 
ics. Thus, if you want to know the 
perspective of Christ on elements 
like murder and hatred, adultery 
and lust, marriage and divorce, per- 
sonal integrity, prayer, anxiety and 
beyond, then the Sermon on the 
Mount is a great place to start! 

Of particular note, this Sermon 
opens with the Beatitudes. Perhaps 
you have heard this term before— 
even if you are unfamiliar with 
the Christian faith. Specifically, 
the Beatitudes are statements that 
reveal the type of lives we are to 
lead as those who confess Christ 
as Lord. They speak to the nature 
of the religion we are to practice 
before God and among men. Please 
consider the following biblical 
excerpt: 


Matthew 5:1-12 (NIV) 

1 Now when Jesus saw the 
crowds, he went up on a mountain- 
side and sat down. His disciples 
came to him, 

2 And he began to teach them. 
He said: 

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who 
mourn,for they will be comforted. 

5 Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth. 

6 Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled. 


7 Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they will see God. 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they will be called chil- 
dren of God. 

10 Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteous- 
ness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

11 Blessed are you when peo- 
ple insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 

Even the most casual reading of 
Matthew 5:1—12 makes it clear that 
one of the most important words 
herein is the term blessed. Its sig- 
nificance is evidenced by its repe- 
tition (1.e., it is used nine times in 
so short a space)! Of course, said 
significance is lost to us if we do 
not know what the term means. 

So, what is the meaning of 
blessed? 


1) Blessed Means “Happy” or 
“Fortunate” 

It 1s permissible to read 
Matthew 5:3, for instance, in the 
following manner: “An abiding 
happiness and fortune belongs to 
those who are poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Of course, we are not talking about 
some fleeting or temporal earthly 
happiness, but an abiding spiritual 
reality (rooted in the Person and 
promise of Christ). 


2) Blessed Means ‘‘Favored”’ 

Similarly, it is possible to read 
Matthew 5:7, as an example, in the 
following way: “Favored—for both 
time and eternity—are the merci- 
ful, for they will be shown mercy.” 
Herein, the underlying term for 
blessed carries the idea of com- 
mendation. That is, those who live 


in the manner described by Christ 
are and shall be rewarded, both in 
this life and in the life to come. 


3) Blessed Means ‘‘Enviable”’ 
or ““To Be Envied”’ 

Finally, Matthew 5:9 might be 
recorded as follows: “To be envied 
are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God.” When 
Jesus identifies such wide-ranging 
traits as enviable, He is signaling 
that these are the virtues we are 
to pursue and aspire to. In other 
words, the Beatitudes definitive- 
ly answer the timeless question: 
“How are we to live in this world?” 


As this Barre Gazette submis- 
sion moves to a close, I want to ask 
you a series of questions: 


Do you desire a life character- 
ized by abiding happiness and for- 
tune? 

Do you desire a life abounding 
in the favor and good grace of the 
Lord? 

Do you desire a life that Jesus 
Christ identifies as esteemed and 
enviable? 


Then take note of the hall- 
marks of the religion espoused by 
Him. Consider and embrace the 
Beatitudes. 


It is the intent of this minister 
to continue this series in the weeks 
to come, building upon the foun- 
dation that has been established. 
We will take the time to explore 
the varied virtues we are to pur- 
sue and their corresponding prom- 
ises. Until that time, please feel 
free to check us out online at www. 
NewLifeBarre.org. May the Lord 
bless you all! 


Pastor James Foley 
New Life Assembly of God 
Barre 


Tri-Parish Community Church cancels plant sale 


NEW BRAINTREE - It is 
with regret, but with an abun- 
dance of caution, that the Tri- 
Parish Community Church 
cancelled its annual plant, 
bake, tag and craft sale, orig- 
inally scheduled for May 30 
and 31. The annual event will 
be back the first weekend in 
June 202. 

This event is typically held 


the weekend after Memorial 
Day on the common in 
Hardwick. It features flowering 
plants, lush vegetables and herbs 
supplied by a number of local 
vendors each year. It the orga- 
nizers hope that patrons, who 
normally support this event, will 
instead support the local vendors 
during this difficult time. 

They include: Chicken 


Feather Farm, 55 Sibly Road, 
New Braintree by appoint- 
ment by calling 413-477-6005; 
Inishowen Farms, 18 North St., 
North Brookfield at 508-867- 
4012 or see them on Facebook 
and Stillman’s Farm, 1205 
Barre Road, New Braintree at 
508-867-7193, Stillmans @ ver- 
izon.netor www.stillmansfarm. 
com. 





Public Safety 


New Braintree Police Log 


Monday, April 13 
2:59 p.m. Phone — Complaint 
Ravine Road — Services Rendered 
3:39 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
Ravine Road — Services Rendered 


Tuesday, April 14 
8:30 a.m. Initiated — Harassment 
New Braintree Police Department — 
Services Rendered 
1:06 p.m. 911 — Complaint Barr 
Road — Spoken To 


Thursday, April 16 
12:41 p.m. 911 — Hang-up Call 
Hardwick Road — Unfounded 
3:20 p.m. Initiated — Harassment 


Padre Road — Officer Handled 


Friday, April 17 
10:07 p.m. 911 — Fire, Brush Moore 
Road — Checked/Secured 
10:20 p.m. Phone — Suspicious 
Activity Old Wine Road — Negative 
Contact 


Saturday, April 18 
7:18 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Ravine Road — Services Rendered 


Sunday, April 19 
7:45 p.m. Phone — Alarm Memorial 
Drive — Officer Handled 


Thursday, April 23 
8:23 p.m. Phone — Disabled Motor 
Vehicle West Road — Vehicle Towed 


Friday, April 24 
4:23 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Old Turnpike Road — Citation 
Issued 
9:23 p.m. Radio — Welfare Check 
Rail Trail — Investigated 


Sunday, April 26 
12:58 p.m. 911 —- Medical 
Emergency Old Wine Road — Services 
Rendered 


Hardwick Police Log 


Monday, April 13 
1:13 p.m. Phone — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Barre Road — Report Taken 
6 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard Upper 
Church Street — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 


Tuesday, April 14 
8:58 p.m. Phone — Vandalism 
Mechanic Street — Report Taken 


Wednesday, April 15 
12:25 p.m. 911 —- Medical 
Emergency Barre Road — Transported 
to Hospital 


Friday, April 17 
10:03 a.m. 911 — Misdial Muddy 
Brook Road — Dispatch Handled 


10:45 a.m. Initiated — Property 
Damage Main Street — Investigated 

11:58 a.m. 911 — Fire, Chimney Old 
Greenwich Plains Road — Services 
Rendered 

1:19 p.m. Phone — Disturbance 
Greenwich Road — Services Rendered 

5:40 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Main Street — Services Rendered 

6:40 p.m. 911 — Misdial Old 
Petersham Road — Spoken To 

10:48 p.m. 911 - Medical 
Emergency Main Street — Transported 
to Hospital 


Saturday, April 18 
1:25 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Church Lane — Transported to Hospital 
3:44 a.m. 911 —- Assist Citizen 


Church Lane — Officer Handled 

6:39 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Hardwick Road — Transported to 
Hospital 

11:01 a.m. Initiated — Parking 
Complaint Prospect Street — Services 
Rendered 


Sunday, April 19 

4:21 p.m. 911 — Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations Petersham Road — 
Could Not Locate 

6:15 p.m. 911 — Neighbor Dispute 
Church Lane — No Action Required 

8:19 p.m. 911 — Disturbance Bridge 
Street — Peace Restored 

10:19 p.m. Phone — Suspicious 
Activity Petersham Road — Unfounded 


THE BARRE GAZETTE - Serving the towns of Barve, 
Hardwick, Hubbardston, New Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Oakham, Petersham & Rutland since 1834 


Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS fF SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HAY FOR SALE Koran’s Farm. 
(413)267-3396. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Buying? Selling? 
ou tes 


Classifieds 
Get Results! 





MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 





DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE INFORMA- 
TION PACKAGE Have your prod- 
uct idea developed affordably by the 
Research & Development pros and 
presented to manufacturers. Call 855- 
380-5976 for a free idea starter guide. 
Submit your idea for a free consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @ turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run communi- 
typapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


Prana os 
**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


*ekk*EXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


AX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 
2020 
TAX TIME 


——— 


J 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www. ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are still continuing to process tax returns 


through drop off and electronic processes. 
Our office hours are Monday thru Thursday 9am to 4pm 
Please call or email to make arrangements 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


autTHOUTES 


IRS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
ei Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 





David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An 
Appointment |=7> 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs, gov, 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 





CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 





413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELDERCARE 


RETIRED OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPIST Seeking live-in position 
with elders. Many years experience. 
Multiple references. Beth 413-391- 
9005. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. {| 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 








HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Landscape maintenance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran's Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


LAWN CARE SERVICES 
Weekly/ Bi-weekly lawn mowing 
services 
15 years experience 
Call Quality Cuts today! 
(413)231-2888 
FREE ESTIMATES 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


DEADLINES: 


Base Price 
$26.00 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





WILLIAMSBURG 
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BELCHERTOWN 
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EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


(-\ BROOKFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, 
block foundations, ceramic  floors/ 
walls, outdoor kitchens/ living areas, 
cultured/ natural stone, stampcrete 
pads/ sidewalks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex- 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex- 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


K & J TREE SERVICE Fully in- 
sured. Free estimates, stump grinding. 
413-289-4817, 508-344-8482 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


2018 CHEVY IMPALA PREMIER 
fully loaded, 30,000 miles $35,000. 
Please Call 413-244-5623 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 


SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BELCHERTOWN LAKESIDE 
ROOM for rent. Shared living in en- 
tire house. Off-street parking, Lg. yard. 
Contact Rick 978-833-3689. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 
a & 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARREN MODERN Studio, 1st fl, 
$650, 1 BR, $750, with new kitchen, 
carpet and appliances. Free hot water. 
Beautiful rural setting with a moun- 
tain view. Located on 67. Please call 
(413)436-5301 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 









Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.00 $30.00 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Suburban CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD 
7 ‘ OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 : -enn.eeo. 

R d t | toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price esi en la OR GO TO area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
$26.50 $27.00 $27.50 $28.00 : , WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. free number for the hearing impaired is 

C / ; g Imp 

Irculation. ORG 1-800-927-9275, 
59, 000 


EASTHAMPTON 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$30.50 


GREENG LITE ® 


O.C. White Co. 


ILLUMINATING LDEAS & DESIGNS 
Since 1883 


FULL AND PART-TIME WORK 


“2.00 Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 


50¢ for each additional word. 


Base Price WILBRAHAM 


$33.00 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


SPRINGFIELD 





, , , _| Add $10 for a second Zone THORNDIKE, MA 
$34.50 $35.00 $38.50 *"3600| Or add $15 to run in ¢ Shipping Assistant: 
ALL THREE ZONES to package and prepare shipments 
e Assemblers: 
Name; __ Phone: _ _ First ZONE base price, les to assemble products. IE nuts, bolts and 
: electronic LED boards. Electronic assembly 
Address _ _ Add asecond ZONE __°10.00 ‘inmate experience preferred but will train. 
Town: __ State:__ Zip:_ _ Add a third ZONE $5.00 pepsi aie ¢ Material Handler: 
unanerorwecke: X Paes Cn General work handling 
Ce arenes — ee subtotal finished parts in several departments 
| ; l Suburb i i 
Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA QU Discover I Cash LI Check# _ x Number of Weeks oe with QC requirements. 
Card #:_ Exp. Date CVV M-F, 40 hours, 7-3:30 or Part-time as agreed 
TOTAL Enclosed ______ = Benefits: Health insurance offered, 
Amount of charge: __Date:__ 401K matching program, Vacation and Holidays. 


Clean working environment 
Call Andrew 413-289-1751 or submit Resume to 
Andrew @ ocwhite.com 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1988 


Svaroopa’ Yoga & Meditation Classes 


Online classes coming soon. 


Have compassion. 
Be considerate of others. 
Take care of yourself. 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by 
Sturbridge Times Readers. 


413 456: 73/4 


SPRING BLACK FRIDAY DEALS! 
WE ARE OPEN TO SELL 
& DELIVER APPLIANCES 


286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 
WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 


Second Chance continues to help pets 


EAST BROOKFIELD - 
COVID-19 may have forced 
Second Chance Animal Services 
to reschedule their annual dinner 
auction to Oct. 3, but the nonprof- 
it will not let the postponement 
interfere with the important work 
of serving pets that need help right 
now. Pets will continue to need 
medical care and emergencies 
will happen, so Second Chance 
continues to care for pets with 
urgent medical needs at their three 
Community Veterinary Hospitals. 

“For twenty years, the annu- 
al dinner auction has provided 
major funding for all the Second 
Chance programs that help pets in 


need,” said Second Chance CEO 
Sheryl Blancato. “Right now, the 
need is great. All three of our 
vet hospitals are seeing a dra- 
matic increase in pets needing 
urgent medical care. We need 
to be here for all these pets.” 
To conserve surgical supplies, 
all non-essential surgeries have 
been rescheduled and they are 
directing all emergency sur- 
geries to the North Brookfield 
vet hospital, which has an 
increased surgical capacity and 
an advanced care unit for critical 
patients. Additional safeguards 
have been put in place to protect 
the staff and pet owners so they 


can remain open and caring for 
those in need. 

According to the nonprofit’s 
Facebook page, on a recent day 
two very sick dogs arrived at 
Second Chance’s Springfield hos- 
pital within an hour of each other, 
both requiring emergency surgery. 
Both patients’ care was trans- 
ferred to the North Brookfield 
hospital where medical staff 
worked well into the night, saving 
both their lives. 

“We are touched by the sup- 
port of pet owners, who are grate- 
ful we’ve been able to stay open 
with precautions in place.” Second 
Chance hospital staff bring pets 


into the hospital and while pet 
owners talk to the doctors from 
the safety of their cars. “At our 
Worcester hospital, one pet owner 
stashed homemade masks and a 
gift card inside their cat’s carrier, 
along with a note thanking Second 
Chance for staying open to care 
for everyone’s babies.” 

Blancato added that she knows 
times are challenging right now 
for everyone. For those who are 
able to help, donations can be 
made online at secondchancean- 
imals.org/donate, on the Second 
Chance Facebook page or via 
mail to 111 Young Road, East 
Brookfield, MA 01515. 


CONNECTION 


w/Exch. 
Lawn & Garden 


#8221 Battery 


cell 0 


On All Other Lawn 


& Garden Batteries 
#8221R, 8223, 8224, 8227, 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 


OVER 1,000 BIKES IN STOCK! 
WE REPAIR ALL BIKE MODELS! 


SO COME ON IN FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS! 
SEE OUR AD INSIDE THIS NEWSPAPER 


O% FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS 


8227R, 8229, 8229R 
WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! From our family to yours, please be 


yp _\ 
~ eo __. ss He St., et 508-885-9343 ~ _— we are Joins oe qn APAD [, APA AU TO [2 ARTS’ 
“eo"ro WirreSsates.com Ber business to keep you safe! = aged | KA WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD 


HOWE’S 
FARM & GARDEN Lic 


We are now open for the year in Paxton 
and New Braintree for all your flower and 
vegetable plants. Your garden is a great way 
to stay safe, happy and healthy all year. 


Marine/RV 
Batteries 


#8240, 8261, 8270, 8301, 
8302, 8303, 8304, 8307 








Please wear a mask and maintain a 6 foot 
social distancing when visiting us. 
Hand washing stations at each location. 


175 West St., Ware 
413-967-5121 © 967-3184 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 


116 Federal St. 117 West Main St., 
(Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield * 508-867-9947 
413-323-7661 © 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 





=") corner lot in Paxton. The high end finish- 
sw) es include crown moldings, mudroom, |. 
“| custom cabinetry & granite counters. The } 
oversized eat-in kitchen is the heart of the} 
"| home. Large brick wood burning fireplace 
“| in the family room that leads to the back- 
yard patio complete w/ coy pond, waterfall 
& firepit just steps away from the in-ground heated fenced-in pool. The master bedroom 
has an en-suite bath, jetted tub w/ separate tiled shower & balcony. There are 3 additional 
bedrooms on the 2nd floor. There is a huge finished office, den or playroom above the garage, 
w/floor to ceiling custom window for the sun to stream in. If you love golf, Kettle Brook Golf 
Club is just a few minutes away. Nature lovers will want to visit Moore State Park for hiking! 


i North Sh -L tt 
www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com ore-Love 


978-434-1990 , 


Visit our Paxton location for curb side { 
service options. Call 508-752-8419 


134 PLEASANT ST., PAXTON 
225 HARDWICK RD., NEW BRAINTREE 
1/2 mile up from the center New Braintree 


Start your next move with Stewart! 


Professional Photography 
Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - PrintAds | |... 
Targeted Online Advertising : : 

BUYING e SELLING e RELOCATING T 
Ry) COLOWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART > 
413-387-8608 LS 


BROKERAGE 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


109 West St., Ware 
270 Main St., Spencer 


CHEAPER THAN RENTING 
6 WESTWARD WAY, sthiehabiee $90,000 


Totally renovated from the 
sub floors up - unlike no 
other mobile home in the 
park. Totally open floor 
plan, warm and_ inviting 
living room, kitchen with 
island and breakfast area, 

tons of kitchen cupboards and storage, decorative lights. Large 
master bedroom, full bath with walk-in shower. New 3 season 
room, can also use year round with small electric heater or leave 
door to kitchen open and allow heat to enter. Forced hot air by oil 
with central air. List price does NOT include park share $16,500. 
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Seas 


EXIT Real Estate Executives 





I am Your Local 
Real Estate 
Professional 













LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


Screened Loam Stored in Building 


Construction Stone ¢ Construction Sand ¢ Concrete Sand 
Title V Septic Sand ¢ Brick Sand ¢ Sand Box Sand 
Utility Sand © Stone Dust ¢ Silt 












42 W. Main Street, 
Brookfield, MA 01506 
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908-341-8299 










SAND & GRAVEL CO 


Washed & Double Washed 
Crushed Stone 
Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 


PLANT LOCATION 
eC = J cole) Cm tol ile Mm temo (olads Mm -jeele) qi-i(ep iets 


2 508.867.0400 


aera ae: 
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your Guide to Local 
> Summer Activities 

& Vacation ‘i cae 
Destinations § | 


>» a 























Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
: 98 North Spencer Road, 
5 obaaal. 508-885-6100 
: po = 2480 
=~ WWW. I ct yond 
WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR = 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt C2 T= 
Bet PIECE OF THE EARTH: 





ae 






WOW! LOOK AT THESE 
DINNER SPECIALS! 


ayer fs * SR Galumpkis 
: } e fy ae . 7 
Prime Rib 


Chunky Corned 
Beef Hash 


Open Sun.-Wed. 8am-2pm 
Thurs.-Sat. 8am-8pm 


E.B. Flatts 


245 W. Main, E. Brookfield e 508-867-6643 







TAKE-OUT 
ONLY y 
PLEASE 
CALL AHEAD < 
TO RESERVE 
YOUR . 
DINNER 


SPRING is EARLY!! 
Check out our Indoor Display 


Concrete, Masonry, 
and Landscape Needs 


_ CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 
: | 199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner 
978-669-0088 


>). KEYSTONE RETAINING WALLS 
pil Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30 







PDUNGEYOURY\D Ea 
PNENEWZENGUAN DSi 
HESUMMERVAGEIV REG UID Ei 
Contact,Dan Flynn Today! 


4132967-3505 






Turle yo 


puirley” Inc. 


- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 
WWW.TURLEY.COM 
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Memorial Day Special Edition 


nour May 21st edition, we will be honoring 
those fallen men and women who served 
bravely on behalf of our Nation. 

If your business, organization or even individually, 


would like to advertise a message of gratitude 
Or appreciation, please contact Dan Flynn, 
dflynn@turley.com 413-297-5886 or Tim 
Mara, tmara @turley.comm 978-355-2254. 


